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 “The Holy Spirit 3.” 
Past issues of these letters (350+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. His M.A. in theology thesis can be read at http://LivingTheology.com/ThesisFinalOK.doc
One may read more complete articles of mine on this topic at two sites:
http://LivingTheology.com/HolySpiritI.doc: an introduction to the topic.
http://livingtheology.com/HolySpiritII.htm: the spiritual gifts from the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is the Christian’s Personal Counselor
John 14:16-17. “And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you, and will be in you.”

John now reveals the first promise of the Paraclete. This word translated “Helper” above is sometimes translated as “Counselor” and denotes someone who comes alongside a believer as a helper or defender. Note that we do not pray for the Holy Spirit, Jesus prays for the Father to send Him to us. When Jesus says that the Father will give you “another” Helper, He implies that they already have one. The word translated “another” means someone of the same kind and not of a different kind. The function of the Spirit is to reveal God to the believer in the same manner as done by Jesus in His incarnate state. Jesus had already spoken to Nicodemus of the work of the Spirit (John 3:5) and He had been with the disciples and under His influence. This is not the first mention of this Person of the Trinity. He was present in creation (Gen 1:2) and in dealing with man in early history (Gen 6:3). He also called and empowered people to do unusual deeds (Jug 3:10; 13:24-25; 14:6, 19; 15:14) and to prophesy (Zech 7:12). So The Holy Spirit had been with many people during OT times, but in the church age the difference is that He indwells believers. This individual dwelling of the Spirit is unique to Christians: “But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.” (John 7:39)

The world is not capable of knowing the Holy Spirit for they cannot perceive spiritual things: “But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.” (1 Cor 2:14) However Christians (bond-servants of Jesus Christ) can relate to Him because He indwells in each believer: “However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.” (Rom 8:9) 

As the personal Counselor of Christians, He is the:

A. Personal Advocate.
The word Paraclete is used in John 14:16; 14:26; 15:26; 16:7; and 1 John 2:1 where the word “Paraclete” is translated advocate. To understand the Spirit’s function as our Advocate, we can examine how Jesus fulfills that role for us before the Father: 
 
1John 2:1, 2 “My little children, I am writing these things to you that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.

John is not saying that it is OK to sin since our sins will be forgiven. He is urging the readers to respect Holy God so that any sin is repugnant and to be avoided at all costs. He then recognizes that nobody other than Jesus is perfect so they are not to be shocked when they sin. When they sin they are to know that they have an advocate with the Father as is stated elsewhere also: “Who will bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies; who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.” (Rom 8:33-34) John elaborates on this advocate by saying that He is “the righteous”, meaning that Jesus will not “sugar coat” our sins but present them before the Father and claim forgiveness for the sins based upon His sacrifice (2 Cor 5:21). Propitiation means turning away the wrath of God, which is what Jesus did for us (John 3:36). Since Jesus fulfilled His role as the propitiator of our sins, He does not claim any innocence on the part of the person who sins but instead claims His righteousness and perfect payment so that the Father may judge the person forgiven before His court. 

The last phrase, “also for those of the whole world” has provided a lot of difficulty for interpreters. Some take it literally and in isolation of other Scripture to mean that Jesus died for the sins of everyone and so every person will be in heaven. This is obviously not true in context of all Scripture and not true even in the limited context of the writings of the Apostle John. The best explanation is that John, a Jew, is saying that the perfect sacrifice of Jesus applies to Gentiles as well as Jews. Thus the word “us” refers to the Jews and those of the whole world refers to people of all races.

B. Witness of Jesus.

John 15:26-16:1 “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, He will bear witness of Me, and you will bear witness also, because you have been with Me from the beginning. "These things I have spoken to you, that you may be kept from stumbling.”

Jesus then tells them that He will send the Holy Spirit from the Father who will testify about Him (Jesus), and those who have been with Him from the beginning of His ministry will also testify. To have the ability to testify about Jesus, a believer must have an experiential knowledge about Him to convey to others. There is a partnership between the Holy Spirit and the disciples so the ministry of Jesus will be spread throughout the world.  Just as Jesus only did what was purposed by the Father (John 14:10), the Holy Spirit will only bear witness of Jesus and not of Himself. Although we have not been with Jesus during His incarnation on earth, we have His words in the Scriptures. With the help of the Holy Spirit we can witness as about what Jesus has done for us.  All of God’s children have a witness because all have been born again and are indwelled by the Holy Spirit.  Knowing and remembering these things about the Holy Spirit will keep us from stumbling as we walk in a difficult world. 
