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 “The Holy Spirit 2.” 
Past issues of these letters (350+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. His M.A. in theology thesis can be read at http://LivingTheology.com/ThesisFinalOK.doc
One may read more complete articles of mine on this topic at two sites:
http://LivingTheology.com/HolySpiritI.doc: an introduction to the topic.
http://livingtheology.com/HolySpiritII.htm: the spiritual gifts from the Holy Spirit.

The following is based upon my notes using Gal 5:1-26 as the Scriptural foundation.  The Holy Spirit is conforming us to the image of Jesus Christ as children of God. Below are some of the actions of the Holy Spirit in molding us to maturity in Jesus. 

A. Resisting Sinful Desires

Gal 5:16-18 “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.”

The flesh is our sinful nature and there are battles going on all the time even though the war was won when we were born again as a child of God.  We are not under law (there would be no hope) but under grace (surety) (Rom 6:14).  Paul told us in Rom 8:5-8 that we are what we think and the Christian can have the mind of God only through the work of the Holy Spirit:

Rom 8:5-8 “For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so; and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.”

The Holy Spirit helps us put to death our sinful nature:

Rom 8:12-14 “So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh-- for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.”

B. Turning From Our Sins

Gal 5:19-21 “Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.”

The above are some of the sins of the flesh!  Note that Paul says “and things like these”!  True Christians will slip but none lives in the flesh by continuing to practice such sins.  The Holy Spirit convicts of sin: “And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin, and righteousness, and judgment;”( John 16:8) Although we are not of the world any more, we still receive the conviction of sin that the Holy Spirit gives.  The difference between children of God and the world is that when we are convicted of sin, we will confess our sins and repent: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.” (1John 1:9-10)

Jesus also taught us to ask for forgiveness every time we pray the disciples’ prayer: And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. (Matt 6:12) He also taught that the Father will forgive us when we have a forgiving spirit within us that God gives to His children: "For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions” (Matt 6:14-15)

C. Developing and Practicing Spiritual Qualities.

Gal 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”

This fruit is evidence of the presence of the Holy Spirit living in our lives.

D. Being Responsible.

Our justification is monotheistic, meaning that God acts alone to render us born again into a child of God.  However our sanctification is dependent upon our cooperation.

Gal 5:24-26 “Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.”

We are spiritually alive because of the work of the Holy Spirit and our actions will show that we are “walking the talk”. The last verse above displays what some have called the three horrible actions of Christians against each other.  Our pride can show itself even in our study and work for God. We can become boastful of what we have done rather than giving glory to God.  We can challenge each other rather than praising other Christians for their dependence upon God and good works. We can easily envy other Christians because they seem to have “better” spiritual gifts than we do or if they are receiving worldly acclaim. Human pride is the root of sin that we must always work to put down and even crucify. This work will continue all of our physical lives until our glorification (another monotheistic work). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]If the Lord wills, we will continue looking at ways the Holy Spirit works in the lives of believers. We plan to next examine ways He acts as our personal counselor and seals us so that Christians persevere in the family of God. 
