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 “The Holy Spirit I.” 
Past issues of these letters (350+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. His M.A. in theology thesis can be read at http://LivingTheology.com/ThesisFinalOK.doc

A question from a faithful reader of these letters prompted this letter and I thank her. One may read more complete articles of mine on this topic at two sites:
http://LivingTheology.com/HolySpiritI.doc: an introduction to the topic.
http://livingtheology.com/HolySpiritII.htm: the spiritual gifts from the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is an equal partner in the Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  However in the visible church He is usually either stressed considerably past what is Biblical or He is hardly mentioned at all.  I would call those actions gutter ball left and gutter ball right from my bowling experiences.  As an example of a teaching that goes beyond Biblical teaching, some teach that the Christian must have a “second blessing” or a “baptizing in the Holy Spirit” as witnessed by speaking in tongues after he becomes born again to receive the full works of the Holy Spirit in their life.  However the Bible tells us that unless one has the Holy Spirit dwelling in him, he is not a child of God: 

Rom 8:9 “However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.”

He has many actions in the life of the child of God.  The Holy Spirit is entirely selfless as He always points to Jesus Christ and does not rely on His own initiative, much as Jesus always did the will of the Father:

John 16:13 “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.
John 16:14 "He shall glorify Me; for He shall take of Mine, and shall disclose it to you.”

I will list a few of His works now and plan to discuss them in considerably more detail in future letters.  

The Holy Spirit has other names and titles: Spirit of God (Gen 1:2; Phil 3:3), Holy Spirit (Psa 51:11; Acts 2:4), Councilor (John 14:16; 16:7), Spirit of the Lord (1 Sam 16:13; 2 Cor 3:17), Spirit of Jesus (Acts 16:7), Spirit of Christ (Rom 8:9; 1 Peter 1:11), Spirit of Truth (John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13), and Spirit of Grace (Heb 10:29).  

Of His many works, He is the One who gives spiritual life to the chosen child of God (Titus 3:5).  He then teaches God’s children the truth about Jesus and the will of God for their lives (John 14:26).  He guides the Christian as He convicts us of sin and provides discipline (John 16:8, 13).  He gives us the power to witness properly to other people (Acts 1:8).  He frees Christians from the power of sin and death (Rom 8:2).  He gives gifts to the Christians as I discuss in detail at http://livingtheology.com/HolySpiritII.htm.  He fills believers to empower us to speak and write the Word of God (Acts 4:31).  He also seals believers to guarantee our eternity with God (2 Cor 1:22).  He will raise our mortal bodies from the dead at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ:

Rom 8:11 “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.”

The Holy Spirit also enables Christians to stand firm:

2Cor 1:21-22 “Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God, who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.”

The sealing has been compared to a down payment of the promise of eternal life with God.  At the time of this writing when someone sealed a letter or some other item nobody but the person sealing it or his personal representative could unseal it.  God is the one who sealed each Christian and nobody is greater than He is.  So the seal is absolute and cannot be broken by anyone or anything.  Not only are we irreversibly sealed by God He also made us the temple of the Holy Spirit as a pledge of eternal life with Him: 

1Cor 3:16 “Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?”
2Cor 6:16 “Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I will dwell in them and walk among them; And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”

I was asked an important question by a reader: “How do we know that the Holy Spirit is speaking to us?” Certainly He guides us in our living the life for Christ as will be discussed later in detail, but a simple answer is that He never reveals anything to us that is contra to the written Word of God. I have never heard an audible voice but the insight He gives me is like the raising of a curtain in a play. I just suddenly know something as an application of my questions to God in prayer. The Bible clearly tells us of this function by Him: John 14:26 "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.”  The phrase “All that I said to you” refers to the teachings of Jesus that are recorded in the Bible. 

How can we possibly ignore all those works of the Holy Spirit?  Our salvation is due to the life, works, and resurrection of Jesus Christ and then the Holy Spirit molds and directs us in our sanctification process. If the Lord so wills, next week I will continue elaborating on this important topic. 

I recommend the following books on the Holy Spirit:
1. “The Holy Spirit”, Billy Graham, Word Books, 1978.
[bookmark: _GoBack]2. “The Holy Spirit”, Sinclair B. Ferguson, InterVarsity Press, 1996.

