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Matthew 5:21-48 gives wonderful examples of our Lord Jesus correcting the teachings of the Pharisees and scribes and giving His teachings on the subjects. In verses 21, 27, 31, 33, 38, and 43 Jesus uses the phrases “you have heard” or “it has been said” to refer to the former teachings of the Pharisees. In verses 22, 28, 32, 34, 39, and 44 Jesus states “but I say” to correct those teachings. He concluded this section in verse 48 by stating that “You are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect”. Thus Jesus is stating that it is not enough that our external actions be according to some stated standard but that our hearts must be pure, and that only can be obtained by having new hearts from God. An entire letter could be used for each of these individual teachings but today we will look briefly at each one.

These teachings from Jesus were very difficult teachings at the time for the Pharisees and scribes were respected and their human righteousness was highly regarded. However God looks at the heart and not external factors only (1 Sam 16:7). In the first 19 verses of chapter 5 Jesus is quoted as defining those who are blessed by God and He ends with a condemnation of merely external righteousness: “For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt 5:20). As stated in a previous letter, this level of righteousness is only possible for a person upon whom God has performed double imputation. The person then has a new heart, the wrath of God for his sins has been taken by Jesus upon the Cross, and the righteousness of Jesus has been placed into his account. The Christian is a saint before God. 

Jesus addressed the false teachings by first considering murder (5:21-26). For centuries the scribes and Pharisees had taught that one broke the sixth commandment only if they only had murdered someone. The scribes and Pharisees took the sixth commandment (Exodus 20:13) and combined it with Numbers 35:30 that demanded death for anyone who unlawfully took an innocent life. Jesus taught that one had broken this commandment if he had been angry with someone or called him a fool, which is a slur on the person’s reputation. Of course there is righteous anger but Jesus is not addressing this. The anger Jesus is addressing is when we harbor grudges, gossip, and kill by spite or jealousy. In these verses Jesus also tells us how to deal with this anger. First we admit it, second we must do what can be done to correct it, third we must act immediately, and fourth we must ask God to change our heart so we have an appropriate attitude and action. 

The second teaching Jesus corrects involves lust and marriage (5:27-30). Previous teachings were that adultery involved only the external act, but Jesus taught that, just as anger was equivalent to murder, lust was equivalent to adultery. As in murder, if a married person lusts after another person then he/she has committed adultery. Our society threatens the sanctity of marriage more than any since the decline of Greek and Roman paganism. Our media promote hedonism in many forms. The New Morality threatens our society on many levels based upon a concept of situational ethics and that the overriding motive of all things is love from a human perspective. Christians must resist such temptations. 

The third teaching Jesus corrects involves divorce (5:31-32). They had been taught that someone may send his wife away simply by issuing a certificate of divorce for any reason. But Jesus states that if a man so sends away his wife then he causes her to commit adultery. Jesus is then saying that such an issued certificate is worthless and the woman and man are considered still married. The “exception clause” has been misused as much as the Pharisees and scribes misused God’s laws. The reason for an exception is if the wife has been found unchaste. The Greek word translated unchastity in the NAS is “porneia” and the KJV properly translates it as fornication. The exception is for fornication, not adultery. Jesus uses the same word, fornication, in Matthew 19:9. So, on the wedding night, if the husband determines that his bride has been sexually active before the wedding then he is allowed to issue a certificate of divorce and the woman will not be charged with adultery. God hates divorce (Mal 2:16), and only death separates a married couple. However divorce is not unforgiveable and there are many divorced people whom God has forgiven. We will elaborate on this topic later. 

The fourth teaching corrected by Jesus involves making false vows (5:33-37). The teaching was that all vows must be fulfilled, but Jesus taught that one’s word is sufficient on its own merit, so that all promises will be fulfilled. At the time of Jesus many people were making frivolous swearing and others were making evasive swearing. Jesus stated that neither was acceptable. Christians should always let their word be truth, so just “let your yes be yes and your no be no”. 

The fifth teaching corrected by Jesus involved revenge (5:38-42). Jesus stated that we should avoid any efforts of retaliation when we are wronged. Paul elaborated on this: 
Rom 12:19-21 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "vengeance is mine, I will repay," says the Lord. "but if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
The coat was the outside garment that was protected by law so that the person could be kept warm, but Jesus said that we are to give that up also. If we are asked to go one mile with someone then we should willingly go twice that distance. The point is that Christians are stewards of all we own. We should depend upon our Lord to provide our needs and the vengeance that only He can assure will be done with proper justice. 

The sixth teaching corrected by Jesus involved who Christians are to love (5:43-47). The Pharisees and scribes stated that God’s people are to love their neighbors but Jesus expanded that love to everyone, even enemies. There are four Greek words for love. One is eros and refers to sexual love. The second is storge and refers to love within a family. The third is philia and refers to a strong affection such as Peter used in reply to Christ (John 15:15-17). The fourth is agape, which is divine love or love without variableness and is the word used by Jesus in His correction of the Pharisee teaching. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]All these teachings from Jesus call us to examine our own hearts for the purity and love modeled for us by the Lord Jesus Christ. 
