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Matt 7:6 NASB "Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before swine, or they will trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.

This verse furnishes a good example of what has been called the "introverted parallelism." Parallelism was the usual mode of poetry among the Hebrews, and a common mode of expression in proverbs. Using this method, one portion of a sentence was clarified by another, expressed substantially the same sense with some addition or modification, or negated the first expression. Sometimes this was alternate, and sometimes it was introverted, where the first and fourth lines would correspond, as would the second and third. This verse is introverted. The dogs would tear, and not the swine; the swine would trample the pearls under their feet, and not the dogs. The above verse may then be expressed by the following:
Do not give not that which is holy to the dogs, 
Neither cast your pearls before swine, 
Lest they (that is, the swine) trample them under their feet, 
And turn again (that is, the dogs) and assault you. 

Today we normally think of dogs as being household pets that are helpful to their owners but in the time of Jesus the dogs were wild and associated with what was unclean. Here are some applicable verses relating to how we should think of these dogs:
· Rev 22:15 “Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying.”
· Philippians 3:2 “Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false circumcision;”
· 2Peter 2:22  “It has happened to them according to the true proverb, a dog returns to its own vomit, and,  A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.”
The word “dogs” then signifies people who spurn, oppose, and abuse that which is holy. These people would be especially sour and with an obvious temper, who treat holy things like growling and quarrelsome mongrels. The word “swine” denotes those people who would trample the precepts underfoot. These would be people of impurity of life, those who are corrupt, polluted, profane, obscene, and sensual. They would not know the value of the gospel, and would tread it down as swine would pearls.

Swine in Palestine were at best only half-tamed, the hog being an unclean animal. Small pearls were called seed-pearls by jewelers and would resemble the peas or maize on which the swine feed. The swine would rush upon the pearls when scattered, and discovering the deception, would trample upon them and turn their tusks upon the man who scattered them. The following are also applicable to this verse:
· Proverbs 23:9 “Do not speak in the hearing of a fool, for he will despise the wisdom of your words.”
· Proverbs 11:22 “As a ring of gold in a swine's snout so is a beautiful woman who lacks discretion.”

It is obvious in the book of Matthew that the holy or sacred refers to the gospel of the Kingdom of God, and so here this is the meaning. Pearls are precious jewels and are used to denote anything especially precious. In this context they are used to denote the doctrines of the gospel. The meaning of this proverb then is to not offer the gospel message to those violent and abusive people who would growl and curse you nor to those especially hard-hearted people who would not perceive its value. They would trample it down, and abuse you. The precious words of the gospel are intended for the genuine followers of Christ. They are not to be given to those who are continually returning like the snarling ill-natured dogs to their sins. They would bark at and tear down the character of others by evil speaking, back biting and slandering. They are also not given to him who, like the swine, is frequently returning to wallow in the mud of sensual gratifications and impurities.
Jesus is not telling us to not evangelize but He is telling us to use our discernment in spreading the message of the gospel and our witness of its effectiveness. He is saying to avoid telling this gospel to those persons of any race who have previously demonstrated a hatred of the gospel with hardened contempt. Jesus also similarly warned the disciples in the following verses:
· Matt 10:14 “Whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, as you go out of that house or that city, shake the dust off your feet.”
· Mat 15:14 “Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit.”
It is recommended that one read this entire chapter of Matthew before making a bold conclusion about this one verse. In the prior verses Jesus is stating that one must judge righteously and to remove sin from our eyes before judging another person. He then states that His disciples must ask, seek, and knock to receive His wisdom. Next He explains that God will give us only what is really good for us and not a snake or a stone, but fish and bread. Jesus encourages listeners to treat people as we would like to be treated. He warns listeners to avoid the broad path and wide gate that lead to destruction and to travel through the small gate and the narrow path to life. Next Jesus tells us to look at the fruit produced by people as a way to determine their status before Him. Finally Jesus tells us that some people are self-deceived and He does not know them even though they prophecy in His name, cast out demons in His name, and in His name perform many miracles. Jesus is giving His people standards to use for judging others so that we can keep from giving holy things to dogs or swine. We must continually evaluate our walk in the world to become more like Christ and to strive for the most effective ways to serve God and witness of His work in our life. 
