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[bookmark: _GoBack]We continue with our discussions on the commands of Jesus by looking at a portion of the Sermon on the Mount:
Matt 5:17-20 NASB "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill. (18) "For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished. (19) "Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. (20) "For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.

Jesus begins these verses with the command to not think that some teachings about Him were actually true. Apparently some teachers were saying that the Law and the Prophets were put aside by His entrance into the world. Such a teaching would mean that the entire Old Testament was of no value and so could be ignored. Instead of being abolished Jesus states that He came to fulfill them. Such an understanding means that all the OT points forward, or foreshadows, Jesus. 

Law certainly pertains to the entire OT scriptures and not just the Pentateuch or moral law as the reference to “smallest letter” or “stroke” indicates. Some translations state these references as to “jot and tittle”. The reference to the passing of heaven and earth simply means until the end of this present world. The second reference in verse 18 is “until all is accomplished” and that phrase is more difficult to understand for the word “all” has no antecedent. It is probably best to consider that word as referring to the previous “Law” or “Prophets” and not just pointing ahead to the function of the Cross. The last part of verse 18 must then mean that all that is prophesied in Scripture will occur at God’s timing. Thus the complete accomplishment of God’s redemptive plans will lead to the eschatological kingdom that Jesus has introduced and will be consummated without abolishing any of the Law or the Prophets. 

When Jesus states that He came to fulfill the Prophets He means that He came to fulfill all the statements that had been made about Him in the OT. Those statements told of the One who was to come to deliver Israel and redeem mankind. They told of who He would be, where He would be born, what He would do, how He would suffer, and of the ultimate outcome of His suffering. Only a few of these prophecies can be discussed in this short letter. The first is Genesis 3:15 that was spoken to Satan:  “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel.” This prophecy was fulfilled on the Cross when Satan succeeded in accomplishing the physical death of Jesus and Jesus then decisively defeated Satan. Another prophecy fulfilled by Jesus was Genesis 22:18 that was spoken to Abraham: “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” In this chapter Abraham is only required to offer his son but God brought about the actual death of Jesus and Paul elaborated on its fulfillment: “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us--for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE"-- in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. (15) Brethren, I speak in terms of human relations: even though it is only a man's covenant, yet when it has been ratified, no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it. Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, "And to seeds," as referring to many, but rather to one, "And to your seed," that is, Christ. (Gal 3:13-16)

There are many such prophecies in the Psalms. In particular Psalm 22 gives an awesome description of the death of Christ by crucifixion. The writing is especially remarkable when we realize that it was written a thousand years before the world had ever seen a crucifixion. David then, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit looked forward in faith to this future event. David also wrote of the resurrection of Jesus Christ in: “For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; Nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.” (Psa 16:10) Peter spoke of these very words on Pentecost to show that they had been fulfilled in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ (Acts 2:27, 31)

Probably the greatest single prophecy in the OT is Isaiah 53 as it clearly explains the significance of the death of Christ:
Isa 53:4-6 “Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed. All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.

Jesus fulfills the moral law by His obedience, the prophesies by the details of His life, and the sacrificial system by His atonement that is offered once and serves for all time. 

The reference to the least and greatest in the kingdom of heaven refers to gradations of privilege or dishonor in the kingdom and occurs elsewhere (Matt 20:20-28; Luke 12:47-48). The “commandments” must refer to the teachings of Jesus as such fulfills OT revelation. People only enter the kingdom based upon the imputation of one’s sins to Jesus on the Cross and the imputation of the righteousness of Jesus to that person (2 Cor 5:21; Rom 3:26). Verse 20 is also only understood on the basis of this double imputation. Certainly the Pharisees and teachers of the law were among the most law-abiding in the land but nobody could perfectly obey God except for His Son and only those who have His righteousness imputed to their accounts will enter the kingdom of God. 

Praise the Lord for His plan that led to each of us being declared children of God (John 1:12) and free of the wrath of God (John 3:36). God’s plan from the beginning was to redeem a people through Jesus for His glory. Having benefited from His love and grace, we must respond in love, gratitude and obedience.

