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It is necessary in discussions that we all use the same terminology and definitions so I think a repeat and further study of resurrection needs to be made. Being resurrected and being resuscitated or raised from the dead are very different and the difference is not just semantics. The resurrection of Jesus Christ was a unique event in history that will not be repeated until the Second Coming. Scripture informs us that several people were raised from the dead such as the widow’s son at Zarephath (1Kings 17:21). The Hebrew word translated “return” at the end of that verse (let this child's life return to him) is H 1725 and means “to turn back”. So the meaning is that his life would return as it was and not a new life. Another such event was the son of the Shunammite woman (2Kings 4:34-35 NASB). We are not told what Elijah prayed so we cannot analyze this further.  Another such event involved Jesus with the widow’s son at Nain (Luke 7:14-15). The Greek word translated “arise” in "Young man, I say to you, arise!" is G 1453 meaning “to waken”. A second event involving Jesus was with Jairus’s daughter: “Taking the child by the hand, He *said to her, "Talitha kum!" (which translated means, "Little girl, I say to you, get up!" (Mark 5:41). In the command "Talitha kum!", the word “Talitha” is G 5008 and means “young girl”. The word “kum” is G 2891 and means “rise”. The Greek word translated “get” in “get up!" is G 1453, the same as used in the Luke verse translated as “arise”. Finally we see the interaction of Jesus with Lazarus (John 11:43).  When He had said these things, He cried out with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come forth." (John 11:43). The Greek word translated “come” in come forth.” is G 1204 and means “come”. The Greek word translated “forth” is G 1854 and means “away”, “forth”, or “out”. However these events, as miraculous as they were, are resuscitations and not resurrections. None of these people received a glorified body when awakened from death and they died again. 

Resuscitations are events of bringing people back from the dead and all of those people died again. But a resurrection is bringing back to physical life to never die again and to receive a glorified body that will be like that of Jesus after His resurrection. The Greek word for resurrection is G 386, “anastasis” such as used in: Acts 26:23 “That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should show light unto the people, and to the Gentiles.” The Greek word translated “rise” is “anastasis” so the resurrection of Jesus is clearly the first such happening. This distinction is not just a matter of semantics for other Scripture informs us that it is a critical theological point that the raising from the dead of Jesus is unique and then will occur for every person at the second coming of Jesus:  “and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.” (John 5:29)

 The only person in history who has been resurrected and thereby defeated death was Jesus Christ. This distinction is very important for if raising Jesus from the dead was only like that of other people then there was nothing different about this event in the life of Jesus and it has no special relevance to Christians. The word “resurrection” appears 41 times in the New Testament and always refers either to His resurrection or to the time when Jesus returns. The following verses refer to this event as the first of many that will occur at the End Times. 

1Cor 15:20-24 NAS77 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming, then comes the end, when He delivers up the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.

We read in verse 21 of Cor 15 that the resurrection of the dead was initiated at the resurrection of Jesus Christ. His resurrection was the first fruits of all those who have and will die (asleep). This event was the first of its kind and not just a rare occurrence among other people who were raised from the dead. Verse 23 again states that the raising from the dead occurred in order of Jesus being the first and afterwards those who are in Christ will also be made alive again at His return. 

Paul again states in his letter to the saints at Colossae that Jesus was the first-born from the dead:

Col 1:18 NAS77  He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead; so that He Himself might come to have first place in everything.

John also writes that Jesus was the first-born of the dead, meaning the first to experience a resurrection:
Rev 1:5 NAS77 “and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us, and released us from our sins by His blood,”

The following refers to the first group resurrection that will occur:
Rev 20:5-6 NAS77 “The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years”

This first resurrection is the group resurrection of believers who will then receive their resurrected bodies. The second death is the time when death, hades, and unbelievers will be sentenced to banishment forever: 
Rev 20:14 NAS77 And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.
Rev 21:8 NAS77 “But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Praise the Lord that one day your body will be resurrected for fellowship with Him forever! A clear understanding of the unique resurrection of Jesus gives us a sure hope of one day being with Him and like Him (1 John 3:2). 
