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Sunday, March 31, is Resurrection Sunday, or Easter as some denote it. This day is the most holy day in Christianity. All of Christianity rises or falls on whether Jesus Christ actually died and was resurrected on the third day: “and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.” (1Cor 15:17-19) There is no hope for any of us if there was no resurrection, for if there was no resurrection then Jesus was not Deity and His life and death are meaningless events in history.  Double imputation is the imputing of our sins to Jesus at the Cross so that He could pay for our sins and the imputation of the righteousness of Jesus to the accounts of disciples of Jesus:  “He made Him who knew no sin {to be} sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” (2Cor 5:21) This double imputation is meaningless without the truth of the resurrection that proves Jesus to be the Son of God Who takes away sin (John 1:29). The physical sufferings before and during the crucifixion were terrible but the major suffering for Jesus was when He was separated from the Father for the first time ever and the wrath of God was poured on Him for the sins of His people: “And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, La, Ma Sabachthani?" that is, "My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me??" (Matt 27:46)

It is certainly appropriate to deviate from our series on the commands of Jesus to write of this critical day in the life of a Christian. It is necessary in discussions that we all use the same terminology and definitions. Being resurrected and being resuscitated are very different. Several people were raised from the dead such as the widow’s son at Zarephath (1 Kings 17:17-24), the son of the Shunammite woman (2 Kings 4:32-37), the widow’s son at Nain (Luke 7:11-17), Jairus’s daughter (Matt (:18-26) and Lazarus (John 11:38-44). However these events, as miraculous as they were, are resuscitations and not resurrections. All of those people died again, but a resurrection is bringing back to physical life to never die again. The only person who has been resurrected was Jesus Christ, and Christians will one day also be resurrected to forever live with Him. 

The Holy Spirit was involved in the resurrection of Jesus Christ and also will be involved in the resurrection of Christians: “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” (Rom 8:11) Paul also teaches that the resurrection body of believers will be similar to that of Jesus: “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.” (Phil 3:20-21) Paul described our present physical body as in a humble state and the ASV translation calls it the “body of humiliation”, since our present bodies suffer the effects of sin such as suffering, pain, sickness, fatigue, and death. 

The goal of God’s redemptive plan includes the resurrection of physical bodies and a new heaven and earth for the redeemed to enjoy forever with Him. This transformation will occur for those who died and for those who still live when Jesus comes again (1 Cor 15:51-54). At the return of Jesus Christ the dead will be resurrected and the transformation of the living will take place quickly. From 1 Thess 4:16-17 we learn that the rapture of believers – their being brought up to meet the Lord in the air – will take place immediately after the resurrection of those who died before His return. The resurrection body for Christians will be wonderful: “but just as it is written, "things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart of man, all that God has prepared for those who love him.” (1 Cor 2:9) The Bible reveals little about the resurrection of unbelievers although it does reveal to us that they will also have resurrected bodies (Dan 12:2; John 5:28-29; Acts 24:15). But this resurrection will include God’s judgment upon them with Jesus Christ as their judge rather than as their Savior. 

Most Christians know about the great chapter in Paul’s first letter to the church at Corinth concerning the resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Cor 15:1-33). If there is no resurrection of the dead and, specifically if there was no resurrection of Jesus, then there is no value in Christianity: “But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain.” (1 Cor 15:13-14) So the resurrection of the body is a major doctrine in Christianity. It is also the most ridiculed portion of Christian teachings for people will often reply that it is impossible for someone to be resurrected. I certainly agree that such is impossible from our human perspective but Jesus was, and is, God and all things are possible for God: “And looking upon them Jesus said to them, "With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” (Matt 19:26) The Bible records the following appearances of the resurrected Jesus Christ to people:

1. Mary Magdalene (Mark 16:9, John 20::14)
2. The women returning from the tomb (Matt 28:9,10).
3. Peter later in the day (Luke 24:34; 1` Cor 155:5).
4. The Emmaus disciples (Luke 24:13-33)
5. The apostles without Thomas (Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-24).
6. The apostles with Thomas (John 20:26-29)
7. The seven by the Lake of Tiberias (John 21:1-23)
8. A multitude of 500+ believers on a Galilean mountain (1 Cor 15:6)
9. James (1 Cor 15:8)
10. The eleven (Matt 28:16-21; Mark 16:14-20; Luke 24:33-52; Acts 1:3-12)
11. Those at the ascension (Acts 1:3-12)
12. Paul (Acts 9:3-6; 1 Cor 15:8)
13. Stephen (Acts 7:55)
14. Paul in the temple (Acts 22:17-21; 23:11)
15. John on Patmos (Rev 1:10-19)
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Jesus of Nazareth is indeed the Son of God. He lived a sinless life on earth and died to pay for the sins of His people when He took the wrath of God for them on the Cross. He was resurrected and will return to complete God’s redemptive plan. Do praise Him today for His miraculous life: “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” (2 Cor 9:15). 
