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[bookmark: _GoBack]I remind everyone the reason we are examining the commands of Jesus is to help us in our progressive sanctification and not to gain our salvation. Today I want to address marriage as intended by God. Certainly the following verses are very important for this topic. Please take the time during the week to read all the Scripture verses given below. Jesus specifically confirmed the commandment against adultery:
Matt 19:6 "So they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate."
Matt 5:27-28 "You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY'; but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.
Heb. 13:4 Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.

Marriage is perhaps the relationship illustrating so well the fundamentals of Christianity. Paul gave us the basic interaction of this human union and Christ with the church in Eph. 5:22-33. There are many teachings in Scripture concerning marriage including the following:
Marriage is a covenant instituted by God					Gen. 2:24; Matt 19:4—6 
Marriage is only between one man and one woman				Gen. 2:21—23 
Marriage for believers is to be with believers					2 Cor. 6:14
Marriage is orderly	Christ is head of the man				1 Cor. 11:3
			Husband is head of the household			1 Cor. 11:3
			Wife is subject to husband				Eph. 5:22—24 
Marriage is mutually beneficial:	Wife is husband’s helper			Gen. 2:18
					Wife respects her husband			Eph. 5:33
					Husband to love, nourish, cherish wife	Eph. 5:25—29 
Marriage is a demonstration of God’s covenant with Israel	       Isa. 54:5; Hos. 2:19-20: Rom.11:1
Marriage is a demonstration of Christ and the church		Eph. 5:22-33 
Marriage ends with the death of either partner.			Rom. 7:3

Sexual relations outside the marriage bond is fornication.
	Fornication comes from an evil heart.				Matt. 15:19, Mark 7:21
	Fornicators will not inherit the kingdom of God.			1 Cor. 6:9
	God will judge fornicators.						Heb. 13:4
	Gentile believers who were not required to be circumcised,
		were admonished to avoid fornication.			Acts 15:20, 29; 21:25

Adultery is sexual relations by a married person outside his or her own marriage.
	The commandment of Ex. 20:14 is repeated in 
		Deut. 5:18; Matt. 19:18; Mark 10:19; Luke 18:20; Rom. 13:9; James 2:11.
	The one who commits adultery lacks good sense and would destroy himself.    Prov. 6:32
	The penalty for adultery (man or woman) was death.	 	Lev. 20:10
	However, this seems to have been applied primarily to women.	John 8:3-11 
		(How very hypocritical of the scribes and Pharisees!)
	Jesus taught that the guilt of adultery goes deeper than the act of adultery.  Matt. 5:27-28
		Adultery is a matter of the heart.				Matt. 15:19; Mark 7:21
	Those who profess God and teach the Law and then commit adultery
		by their behavior— blaspheme God!  			Rom. 2:22-24 
	Adultery is only one sin described of unbelievers in 2 Peter 3:10-16. 	
	Jesus admonished that divorce sets up conditions for adultery.  
		Matt. 5:31—32; Mark 10:11—12; Luke 16:18
	
Spiritual adultery is the most severe problem. God’s people (Israel and Christian believers) who are unfaithful to Him are committing adultery: Jer. 3:7-10; 5:7-9; 7:8-9; James 4:4

Marriages face many challenges.  
	We live in a culture which values youth, sexuality, pleasure and prosperity.
	Gender roles have been blurred.
	Believers are deceived and enticed by the world’s standards.
	Feminism rejects God’s order of authority in the home.
	Homosexuality and acceptance of unions without marriage devalue families.
	Few families live in clusters, and geographical distances diminish family relationships.
	Prosperity is valued above purity.  
	Happiness, not holiness, is the primary goal.
	Government may interfere with parental authority over children.
	The church is invaded by worldly philosophies and practices.
	The church often seems unwilling to take a stand for righteousness.
	The church fails to teach believers and hold them accountable.

Marriage was instituted by God as an earthly example of a heavenly relationship. Therefore, whatever is true of the heavenly relationship should be demonstrated by the earthly one.
	The world has its own standards for marriage and morality—not even close to God’s.
	Whenever it is up to us, we obey God’s commands concerning morality and marriage.
	However, when we fail, we repent and are forgiven.
	When “life happens,” and it does, we live as faithfully as we possibly can.
	Most of all, we are faithful to our relationship to our Lord and Savior. 
	Even if we are unfaithful, He is always faithful!       2 Tim. 2:13 

The current lack of respect for marriage as intended by God is perhaps illustrative of the severe spiritual problem in our country. Fornication, adultery, and divorce are symptoms of this huge problem. Please pray for our country, and each of us individually to be led by God’s standards. 
