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I remind everyone the reason we are examining the commands of Jesus is to help us in our progressive sanctification and not to gain our salvation. In that regard remember that obeying commands of Jesus is a measure of our love for Him: “He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.” (John 14:21)

Yielding to authority is a command of our Lord and two of His apostles: 

· Matt 22:19-21"Show Me the coin used for the poll-tax." And they brought Him a denarius.  (20) And He *said to them, "Whose likeness and inscription is this?" They *said to Him, "Caesar's." Then He *said to them, "Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's; and to God the things that are God's."
· Rom 13:1-2 Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God. Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.  
· Rom 13:7 Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.
· 1Peter 2:13-17 Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right. For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men. Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God. Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.

The commands to obey all authority were written during a time of severe oppression by some terrible leaders. The people had little or no choice in the selection of the leaders and many of those leaders violently persecuted Christians. Read the eleventh chapter of Hebrews as a review of how many early Christians were killed rather than deny that Jesus Christ was the lord of their lives. When someone whom we do not like is elected to an office of authority today, many Christians will vilify him rather than pray for him.  

The reply by Jesus In Matt 22: 19-21 above is in response to a trick question by some Pharisees as recorded in Matt 22:17:  “Tell us then, what do You think? Is it lawful to give a poll-tax to Caesar, or not?” There are four logical options to this question regarding obedience:
	1.  God alone is the authority, therefore be separate from the world, which is monasticism.
2. Caesar alone is the authority.  This is the position taken by the Chief Priests as recorded in John  19:15 and is secularism.
3.  Authority is from both, but Caesar is dominant. This was the position taken by Pilate who knew Jesus was innocent. This is also recorded in John 19:15. 
	4.  Authority is from both, but God is dominant. All authority is from God and should be obeyed except
when an earthly authority commands what God forbids or forbids what God commands: “But Peter and the apostles answered, We must obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29) 

Christians are not called out of the world. We are in the world but we must not be of the world. Jesus made this point clear in a portion of His prayer to the Father: "I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.” (John 17:14-17)

Monasticism then is not a choice. Obviously secularism  also is not a valid choice for a Christian. The choice for a Christian is number 4 and is consistent with the command by Jesus and by Paul and Peter. 

Disrespect for authority is rampant all over the world and seems to be growing rapidly. The goal for most people is personal freedom and individual rights and the tendency is toward anarchy on all levels. Paul stated that this rebellion against the law of God is built into mankind: “because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.” (Rom 8:7-8) People hate being told what to do so they look for loopholes to justify their rebellions nature. People in various subsets of society rave about their rights being violated. 

Christians have accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord, which means that they are subject to absolute obedience to Him. Jesus asked why someone would call Him Lord, Lord and not do what He says (Luke 6:46). Jesus stated that all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Him (Matt 28:18) and so He is the highest authority to whom we submit. Christians are also subject to subordinate authority such as in the family where children are to obey their parents (Eph 6:1), wives are subject to their husbands (Eph 5:22), and husbands are to love their wives as Christ loved the church and died for her (Eph 5:25). Christians are also subject to the authority of the government (Matt 22:19-21; Rom 13: 1-2; 1 Peter 2:13-14) but within the boundaries of God’s law (Acts 5:29). The Christian is also subordinate to the authority of church leadership (Heb 13:17) but also subject to the testing of their teachings: “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.” (1 John 4:1).

Jesus stated that rebellion will be prevalent in the End Times: “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and cause them to be put to death. You will be hated by all because of My name, but it is the one who has endured to the end who will be saved.” Let each of us test ourselves to see if there is some rebellious nature that needs God’s discipline and correction to submit to all appropriate authority. 
