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I remind everyone the reason we are examining the commands of Jesus is to help us in our progressive sanctification. In that regard remember that obeying commands of Jesus is a measure of our love for Him: “He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.” (John 14:21)
Today I want to discuss the command of our Lord regarding false teaching:
Matt 16:6 “And Jesus said to them, "Watch out and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees  
Matt 16: 11, 12 "How is it that you do not understand that I did not speak to you concerning bread? But beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees." Then they understood that He did not say to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
Before proceeding with the discussion of this command, we need to make sure we understood the meaning of “leaven” when used in the Bible. When the word “leaven” is used in Scripture other than in its literal use in dough, it is a reference to sin: “Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” (1 Cor. 5:8)
The Holman Bible Dictionary describes leaven as: “A small portion of fermented dough used to ferment other dough and often symbolizing a corruptive influence…In the New Testament, leaven is a symbol of any evil influence which, if allowed to remain, can corrupt the body of believers.” 
Paul writes that false teaching is like leaven (Galatians 5:9). Another negative connotation appears in Matthew 16:6-12, Mark 8:14-15, and Luke 12:1 where Jesus warns to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees (which Luke likens to hypocrisy) and also the Sadducees (per Matthew) and Herod (per Mark). A final reference to leaven is in 1 Corinthians 5:6-8, where Paul uses leaven as a metaphor for boasting. Paul instructs that we are to get rid of bread with old leaven (representing malice and wickedness) and to use new bread without leaven (which represents sincerity and truth).
Some people state that there was one time when Jesus used leaven in a good sense to describe the growth of the kingdom of God: “He spoke another parable to them, The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three pecks of flour until it was all leavened.” (Matt 13:33) There are debates among scholars as to whether the use of leaven in this example is positive or negative. Some believe that it is positively speaking of the "rise" or growth of the gospel in the world or a person's life. Others believe that it is negatively speaking of evil doctrine working its way into the kingdom. Since in all other cases Jesus explains His use of leaven as referring to evil there is no reason to think He changed its use in this one verse. One should never use only one verse as a basis for a doctrinal statement. I am sure that Jesus was warning them that the leaven He had previously referred to would spread throughout the church unless the individual members used proper discernment to remove its influence.  This negative view is enhanced by reading what Jesus said about the state of the world when He returns: “For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,” (Matt 24:37-38) God stated that “all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth” (Gen 6:12-13). This state of the world at the Second Coming of Jesus will seem wonderful as people are enjoying themselves but God’s verdict is that the leaven (sin) had corrupted all flesh – hardly a vision of a holy church throughout the world! We see this evil influence clearly in the visible church today as doctrines such as prosperity theology spread. This evil influence started early in church history as Peter warned of the false teachers bringing in destructive heresies (2 Peter 2:1). 

Paul warned the early church about the dangers of false teaching in most of the eleventh chapter of his first letter to the church at Corinth. People were already preaching about a false Jesus and a false Spirit (v. 4). He warned of people disguising themselves as apostles of Jesus Christ, who were in fact deceitful workers (v. 13). Paul stated that such events were predictable because even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light (v. 14). He said that it was not surprising that Satan’s workers disguised themselves as servants of righteousness (v. 15). Paul also stated that he was in danger because of false brethren (v. 26). 

The biggest problem attacking the visible church is probably not from people who know that they are in bondage to Satan but from people who are self-deceived. Even Paul thought he was serving God when he was actually persecuting Jesus Christ. For him, it took a personal visit from Jesus who asked him why he was persecuting Him (Acts 9:4). Apollos became a powerful servant of Jesus Christ but he needed to be taught by two fellow Christians, Priscilla and Aquila, to explain the theology more precisely (Acts 18:24-26). He then became a powerful preacher of the Gospel even refuting Jews in debates (Acts 18:27-28). Many people serving visible churches today as their pastors, elders, deacons, or teachers are probably self-deceived, or they may be Christians but with some incorrect theology like Apollos. Millions of people throughout the world are being deceived by false teachers. It is imperative that all Christians obey the warnings of Jesus to beware of false teachings by testing the teachings by the Word of God: “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.” (1John 4:1-3) False teachers may profess Jesus as Lord but not actually be serving Him:
Matt 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.  Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'  And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.'
[bookmark: _GoBack]Christians must not be fooled by very charismatic teachers who seem to be serving Jesus. All teachings must be tested by the Word of God for many very popular teachings such as prosperity theology are not from God. All one has to do is look at the lives of the Apostles to see that their rewards were not of this earth. We should all seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness (Matt 6:33) and lay up treasures in heaven (Matt 6:20) as we judge all teachings by God’s revealed Word. 
