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I remind everyone that the reason we are examining the commands of Jesus is to help us in our sanctification. In that regard remember that obeying commands of Jesus is a measure of our love for Him: “He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.” (John 14:21)
Today we discuss the topic of judging by studying the following verses:
Matt 7:1-2 “Do not judge so that you will not be judged. For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.”
John 7:24 “Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.”
There is a danger of falling into legalism concerning obedience to the commands of Jesus. Legalism is the use of obedience to laws to earn salvation, maintain salvation, or trying to force obedience of people to codes of conduct not consistent with proper Biblical exegesis such as abstaining from tobacco or alcohol. Legalism often leads to hypocritical actions: “Therefore you have no excuse, everyone of you who passes judgment, for in that which you judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things.” (Rom 2:1) Legalists may appear to be righteous and spiritual, but legalism may be an outward performance instead of an inward change. The opposite of legalism is antinomianism which advocates no obedience to any Biblical laws. Christians should avoid both extremes. 

Certainly John 7:24 is not contradicting Matt 7:1 when it tells us to judge, so studying the verses together should assist our understanding of the topic. The context of John 7:24 is a situation in which the Pharisees were accusing Jesus of working on the Sabbath when He healed the crippled man by the pool. Jesus told them they were being hypocritical when their law required circumcision on the eighth day of the birth of a child even if that day happened to be the Sabbath. Jesus commands to judge with righteous judgment. Righteous judgment looks beneath the surface of the incident and examines an event in light of the spiritual meaning of the law upon which the judgment is based. Both quotations of Jesus state to only judge by the objective standards of the only God who can declare some command or action righteous. 

But there must be standards for good and evil if Christians are to judge properly. The standard must be from God and not some arbitrary standard of someone other than Him. God hated the people calling evil good and good evil (Isa 5:20). God was also pleased when Solomon asked Him for the ability to judge good and evil (1 Kings 3:9-10). Amos told the people to seek good and not evil and to hate evil and love good (Amos 5:14-15). Isaiah criticized the people for not having sought justice and light (Isa 59:8-9). The original statement from Satan to Eve was that when they ate of the fruit they would know good and evil (Gen 3:5). 

The standard for Christian judgment is the Bible, which is the authoritative Word of God that is without error when properly interpreted and applied. Many non-Christians and sometimes even Christians will quote Matt 7:1 without any understanding of that command. Many people have a fear of judging since they seem to consider it an act of intolerance as the modern culture says everyone has flaws and nobody has a right to judge others. Also it seems that many people do not believe objective standards exist by which they can judge other people. The main problem in this culture regarding judging seems to be a reinterpretation of tolerance. The new interpretation is that the opinions of all people are of equal value. The basic premise is that God loves all people regardless of their personal faults and all religions lead to the same God. The new tolerance dictates that the teachings of Judaism, Mormonism, Buddhism, and other religions are all viable alternatives to the Christian faith and we should encourage members of our churches to include whatever is good in these teachings. But Jesus stated that the only way to the Father was through Him (John 14:6) and that the wrath of God abides on all people who do not believe in Him (John 3:36). However, this new tolerance allows intolerance toward Christians teaching those fundamental views. 

Some people teach that the new commandment of Jesus (John 13:34) is for everyone to love everyone else in a way that accepts them as equal before God. But this command by Jesus was given only to the eleven disciples (Judas was not present) and so is properly understood to mean we should love every other Christian in this way. The Bible informs us to judge every Scriptural message we hear so that we may know that they are from God and not from a false teacher (1 John 4:1). Some people may attempt to cause dissensions in a group of believers by false teachings and we should not listen (Rom 16:17-18). Don’t be bothered by people judging some Biblical teachings as not applicable to our era for they may not be Christians and the teachings of the Spirit can only be understood by those who have been born again (1Cor 2:14-15). Paul wrote to the church members at Corinth to judge issues within their congregation rather than taking them to a worldly court, for saints will judge the world and angels (1 Cor 6:1-4). Christians are the temple of God and should judge where they should go and not go as that temple (2Cor 6:17).

John 8:7 is also cited by some people against judging by saying that only those without sin may cast a stone against a sinner. However one must read all the verses in context including: She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said, "I do not condemn you, either. Go. From now on sin no more.” (John 8:11) Jesus did not condemn her but He did judge her as having sinned and told her to sin no more. 

We are not to judge when God’s word is silent on a subject unless it can be linked properly to some explicit statement: “Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day, things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ.” (Col 2:16-17) The Bible warns us to first judge ourselves before judging another Christian: “Or how can you say to your brother, Let me take the speck out of your eye, and behold, the log is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.” (Matt 7:4-5) Jesus gave us the correct way to judge the actions of other Christians (Matt 18:15-17). Paul also told the church to judge those acting immorally within the church (1 Cor 5:9-11). 
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