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 “Commands of Jesus 3; Do good works”
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We continue the discussion of some commands of Jesus by looking at how Christians do good works. Remember that the reason for obedience is not to earn salvation but to participate in sanctification. We will examine two verses dealing with doing good works.

First we need to define “good works”. These works are declared “good” only if they are done by a child of God in obedience to God’s will. The Bible defines a child of God: “But as many as received Him [Jesus], to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,” (John 1:12 NASB) A person who is not a child of God can be doing the same deeds as a child of God but they are not declared “good” for even righteous acts by such a person are called filthy rags: “For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.” (Isa 64:6 NASB) Deeds such as helping build a house for a homeless person that are done by a person who is not a child of God can be judged good by the world’s standards. But God will not judge such deeds as good. 

Also many works done by children of God will still not be judged worthy of praise before God’s judgment seat. The following judgment is for Christians (note verse 15 for that clarification):

1Cor 3:12-15  Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,  each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. If any man's work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward.  If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.
 
We can rest in the assurance that God has ordained that each of His children will do good works: “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.” (Eph 2:10 NASB) Christians will be rewarded for those good works at their judgment seat.

So now let us look at two verses relating to good works by Christians:

Matt 5:16 NASB “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”

Does this verse contradict the following?
Matt 6:3-6 NASB  "But when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, (4) so that your giving will be in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you. (5) When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. (6) But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.
Of course, there is no contradiction between the above for Matt 5:16 states that the good works are to glorify your heavenly Father and not the person doing the good works. Also the verses of Matt 6:4, 6 clearly state that the reward to the person doing the good works will be given by the Father and not by those people seeing the good works. Good works done by the child of God for reasons related to self-gratification or human approval will be burned in the judgment fire (1 Cor 3:12-15). 

Matthew earlier wrote that Christians are the light of the world (Matt 5:14). Jesus is the true light of the world (John 1:9) and His followers show that light to the world for the purpose of glorifying God. Letting that light shine in the darkness of the world may bring persecution to the light-bearers but God will reward them: 

Matt 5:10-12 NASB “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. (11) Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. (12) Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

We should expect to be hated by the world but Christians will be drawn to the Light:
· John 15:18 NASB “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.”
· 1John 3:13 NASB “Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates you.”
· John 3:19-21 NASB "This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God."

Our purpose in the world is to let that light shine for the glory of God: For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. (2 Cor 4:6) 

The norms of the Kingdom of God are given by Matt 5:3-12 (the beatitudes) and they work out in the lives of those who inherit that kingdom as witnesses of the kingdom to the glory of God. If someone is ashamed of letting that light shine in the world then that person probably does not actually possess the light. 

Comparing Matt 5:16 and Matt 6:3-6 reminds us to avoid hypocrisy, not by ceasing to give or to pray in public but to always examine our heart as to our motives. “Your light” is the witness you have to what God has done in your life that glorifies Him. Let that light shine so that the world can see it and also glorify Him. Don’t be afraid of any resulting judgment from the world for when it comes it also will glorify God. 
