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In my first letter of this year on the marching orders of Jesus I said that I would not go into His commands because of the danger of someone becoming legalistic about them and thinking that by obeying them a person could become a Christian. Of course the only way a person can become a Christian is to be born again by God into His family. But I think it would be helpful to discuss the commands of Jesus to some extent.  The keeping of His commandments is indeed the mark of a Christian: John 14:21 NASB “He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.” 

Jesus is not saying that keeping His commandments will result in our salvation. Jesus is saying that because we have been granted forgiveness of all our sins and the perfect life of Jesus has been imputed into our accounts before God, we will have an overpowering desire to obey the One responsible for those great gifts. You can do a web search on commands of Jesus to determine some of the commands. This web site lists 38 commands of Jesus in addition to the Ten: http://www.loveallpeople.org/pearl-thecommandmentsofjesus.html This site lists 50 commands of Jesus: http://www.swapmeetdave.com/Bible/Commands/index.htm. 

So for the next few weeks we will look at some of the commands of Jesus solely to help in our growth as Christians (our sanctification). I am assuming that all of you have been born again, which is step one of salvation. But first we look at the commands of Jesus that must be obeyed as a child of God (John 1:12). There are two commands that must be obeyed as one enters the Kingdom of God: 

1. Repent is the first command given by Jesus: “From that time Jesus began to preach and say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matt 4:17) 
2. Be Born Again is what I will call the second command of Jesus: “Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3)
These commands are linked as we read a statement by Jesus as recorded by John:
John 3:5-8 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be amazed that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

Everyone present at that time knew what Jesus meant by being born of water for they all knew of the baptism of John the Baptist, by which he preached repentance from their sinful ways. So the first step in becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ is to repent when God reveals our horrible sinful state before Holy God. The next step is to be born of the Spirit and by that command Jesus meant the born again experience. In bringing a person into the Kingdom of Heaven, God removes the veil from the person’s eyes so that he can see his inability to enter the Kingdom because of his sinful state before the righteousness of God. The person will then be ready to repent but he has no ability to truly repent until God causes him to be born again into a spiritual state.  Although these are two commands of Jesus that must be obeyed to enter the Kingdom of God, I am sure that you understand you cannot cause yourself to be born again any more than you could cause yourself to be physically born. 

A reason to want to obey these commands and be a child of God is that such people will not see death. Ezekiel stated this extraordinary exception from death: “But if the wicked man turns from all his sins which he has committed and observes all My statutes and practices justice and righteousness, he shall surely live; he shall not die.” (Ezekiel 18:21) John also quotes Jesus about this avoidance of death:  “Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he will never see death.” (John 8:51) Obviously these verses do not mean avoidance of physical death for even Jesus Christ physically died. Jesus and Ezekiel are referring to what the Bible calls the “second death” or entrance into hell: “But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” (Rev 21:8) 

Being born again so that one will not undergo this second death should remove all fear from actual physical death that all will undergo unless Jesus returns first.  Paul told us of this lack of fear of death when he spoke of what happens when the perishable (the physical body we have before death) is replaced with the imperishable (the glorified body all Christians will receive): “But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory. O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?” (1Cor 15:54-55) 

The problem with our country today is that people need to realize that they are “lost”, meaning they are continually and forever under the wrath of God because of their sin: “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” (John 3:36) 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The evil acts in the world are not because of too many weapons, mental illnesses, nor because someone had a bad or absent parent, nor for any physical, mental, or sociological problems. Jesus told the reason for evil as recorded by Mark: “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness. All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man.” (Mark 7:21-23) The problem of evil is because of evil hearts of people that can only be changed by a rebirth when God gives the person a new heart.  Every person born into the world needs a new birth so that they will be servants of Jesus Christ, friends of Jesus Christ, and members of the family of God. Only God can bring about such a change, but Christians can pray for all lost people and witness to what God did for us. 
