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John 15:14 NASB “You are My friends if you do what I command you.”

Being a friend with Jesus is an awesome concept! Note that I bolded the word “if” above. He is God and He stated that if one does what He commands then that demonstrates the person is a friend of Jesus. Why did Jesus put this restriction on being His friend? One reason for this condition is for the person to make sure that he loves the true Jesus Christ rather than one who is contrived based upon some extra-Biblical basis. Some people think that Jesus can be their savior without being their lord but Jesus Christ is Lord and can make commandments. We do not become friends of Jesus because we obey His commands. He first chose us in the same manner as stated by Jesus of His disciples, of God regarding Abraham, and of God for all who are His children:

· John 15:16 NASB  You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.
· Gen 18:19 NASB  “For I have chosen him [Abraham], so that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring upon Abraham what He has spoken about him.”
· Eph 1:4-6 NASB “just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love (5) He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, (6) to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.”
· John 1:12-13 NASB  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,  (13)  who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

So if you are a Christian you have been chosen by God before the beginning of time (Eph 1:4), born again by the will of God (John 1:13), adopted into His family as one of His children (Eph 1:5), and made a friend of Jesus as evidenced by an overwhelming desire to obey Him. The first recorded friend of God was Abraham: “and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God.” (James 2:23) We can study the life of Abraham and see some of the characteristics of a friend of God. Although he did not know where God was taking him Abraham was 75 years old when he left his home to go wherever God led him (Gen 12:1-4). Abraham proved his love for God by this act of obedience. His obedience was not complete at first for he went only as far as Haran where he waited until his father died. He then continued on the journey commanded by God. Later he was willing to sacrifice his only son in obedience to God (Heb 11:17). Because of his faith Abraham was credited with righteousness before God (Rom 4:3). He proved that he knew God by his obedience to Him. 

Most of us know about Billy Graham but I cannot say that I am his friend because I do not know him. To be a friend of someone you must first know him. When a person is born again he immediately knows God rather than just knowing about Him. We also immediately love Him because we know the great sacrifice made for His Son, Jesus, to suffer the wrath of God for our sins. As a youth, one of my jobs was to take out the trash. One time my mother noticed my attitude and she told me: “You should want to take out the trash.” I was obeying her but I did not have a driving desire to take out the trash. Our duty should be our delight. All Christians should love God more than any other person and be willing to show that love by obeying Him in all that He asks. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]If we really love someone we also will want to know as much about the person as possible and to spend as much time as possible with that person. Assuming you are married, is spending maybe two hours each Sunday all the time you want to spend with your spouse? If we really love Jesus we will want to spend as much time with Him as possible. The closest we can come to being with Jesus today is to be with others who are also in Jesus. So we should desire to be with as many Christian groups as possible (Heb. 10:25). However, worshiping God does not always have to be done in a consecrated building. We should worship Him at all times by being like Jesus in all that we do: “Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” (1Cor 10:31 NASB) 

Jesus commands us to love each other by the same type of love that He demonstrated by giving His life for us: “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15:12-13 NASB) We Christians must be eager to give Jesus our total devotion as our Master, Lord, and friend. Notice that the obedience demanded by Jesus is active. He states “if you do”, not “if you don’t do something”. Abstaining from evil is certainly a mark of a Christian but Jesus commands us to do His commands. The Scribes and Pharisees were scrupulous in not doing evil from their perspective but they did not obey Jesus. We also do not pick and choose which commands to obey. We are to always do all that He commands. Partial, delayed or reluctant obedience soes not meet the standard of obedience which is rooted in our love for Jesus, our friend. We should be driven to study the Bible as much as possible to learn more about Him and His commands. The commands must be properly interpreted from the Bible and not any made-up commands of people that are not from God. 

I mentioned in an earlier letter that because of the tendency of people to legalize the commands I would not write about them. However I think it would be good to go over some of them as I intend to do next time.

It is a great honor filled with responsibility to be a friend of Jesus. So let us prove it every day. 


