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 “Significance of water to wine”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Past issues of these letters (350+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. His M.A. in theology thesis can be read at http://LivingTheology.com/ThesisFinalOK.doc
This action by Jesus is told by John in John 2:1-10. I don’t have room to print these verses here so please read that first. Mary’s statement demonstrates that she had some authority at the event and that she had full confidence that Jesus would help in this situation. However she could not have known the full implications of what He was about to do. The waterpots were quite large because each guest would have been required by Jewish tradition to wash their hands before eating, which would require a lot of water. The picture below is an example of such a large container used for ceremonial washings:
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This washing was part of the Jewish ceremonial observance that Jesus would replace with something better. Changing the water to wine may be what John meant by including this event in his gospel as a “sign”. It is commonly thought that the water in the waterpots was changed to wine. Many diagrams related to this occurrence show the water pots as small containers such as:
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However such containers would not be used for ceremonial washings but for drinking. The context and sentence structure make it clear that Jesus told them to draw more water from the well and it was this water that became the wine. The water changed into wine was drawn from the well directly indicating a new source for this new wine:  
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The Greek word translated “draw” (helko) is the same as used in: "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.” (John 6:44) and means to use force to bring the item forward. It is also used in secular Greek writings when discussing drawing water from a well. Filling the waterpots to the rim with water indicated the complete fulfillment of the Jewish ceremony, and the wine drawn from the well is representative of the new order introduced by Jesus. The filled jars were limited but water from the well was not so limited. The custom was to serve the best wine at first and after people had been drinking for a time the host would substitute an inferior wine and nobody would know the difference. However the chief steward recognized the new wine as greatly superior to the wine first served. Similarly the new wine represents the superior cleansing introduced by Jesus. This occasion also foreshadows the discussion Jesus had with the woman at the well regarding living water (John 4:11-15). 
This understanding of this first miracle of Jesus has removed my puzzlement over this event that has lasted for over 40 years. I never heard or read a sermon explaining this event reasonably and I always wondered why Jesus did this and why John included it in his gospel. Some preachers even relate it to the love Jesus had for His mother but it has no such application. It’s significance was never explained satisfactorily to me. This was a great “aha” moment for me as I understood that this first miracle of Jesus initiated His ministry of His grace as a replacement for the Jewish religion of works. Such an interpretation is strengthened by the next verse. 

John 2:11  
This beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him. 

The miracles of Jesus are not simply miracles but signs of a reality underneath them. John states that this is the beginning of the signs of Jesus. This first miracle then is actually representative of His total mission in that He replaces the old Jewish order with the new order.
Praise God for His great gift of Jesus so that we do not have to depend upon our works for salvation but on Jesus’s grace. 
image2.jpeg




image3.jpg




image1.jpeg




