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Today we consider:
John 3:1-7 “Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews;(2)
this man came to Him by night, and said to Him, Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him. (3)Jesus answered and said to him, Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.(4) Nicodemus said to Him, How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born, can he? (5)Jesus answered, Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. (6)That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. (7)"Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.”

This “command” of Jesus (verse 3) forms the basis of Christianity and is not something that we can do for ourselves. We had nothing to do with our physical birth and we also have nothing to do with our spiritual birth. However, without being born again we do not have access to God. There is much confusion in the world and among some Christians as to what Jesus meant by saying that one must be born again. I hear people ask if someone is a “Born-Again Christian”, but if one is a Christian he has been born again and if someone has not been born again he is not a Christian. I also have heard the phrase used in a venomous fashion meaning that the “born-again person” is a fundamentalist who is to be ridiculed or ignored. Even though I am a Christian and therefore have been born again I would not describe myself as a “born-again Christian” because there is no other kind of Christian. The entire background has to do with how one understands his lack of righteousness before the holy God and why another birth is required. The misunderstanding by Nicodemus of Jesus is understandable since their encounter was apparently the first time such a concept was mentioned. 
The Pharisees were a very strict religious order in contrast to the Sadducees, who were less strict in their beliefs and more political. Nicodemus was a member of the ruling party, or the Sanhedrin, and would have thus been very interested in current doctrinal trends. Because of the miracles done by Jesus, he knew that God must be with Him but he did not know the details of His involvement with God. However he does not seem blinded by prejudice as were other religious leaders who even attributed demonic activity to the miracles of Jesus (John 8:48; Mark 3:22). Jesus saw the man’s heart and immediately recognized his real problem that needed addressing. Jesus replied in a way that must have shocked Nicodemus greatly. Jesus explained that a physical birth is not enough to enter the Kingdom of God (KOG).  There also has to be a spiritual birth for a person to see heaven.  Jesus went on to explain that this second birth is not something that someone sees with earthly eyes but only the Holy Spirit causes the second birth and nobody can cause it to occur. 
Nicodemus did not know of this required spiritual birth for he was rooted in the physical nature of “religion” and depended upon his works to be right with God. But Jesus said that only by a spiritual birth could one see heaven. Nicodemus did not understand that what is only physical cannot enter into the spiritual. He had always been a member of a works-based religion and this method of initiation into the KOG was totally foreign to him. Works-based salvation means that if the person’s good works out-weigh his bad works then he will enter heaven. His reply should not be interpreted as expressing incredulity but as a plea for direction. To a person like Nicodemus “seeing the KOG” would mean participation in the age to come or eternal life with God. However Jesus is quoted as speaking of a KOG that exists now. The Greek word anothen translated above as “again” in “born again” means “from above” or “anew”. Those who have read John 1 know that this means being born into the family of God and to become children of God, but Nicodemus would not have known this background. His bewildered reply is understandable.  
Jesus further clarified His statement. Just as it is obvious that one can enter the physical realm only by a fleshly birth, it should also be obvious that one can enter the spiritual realm only by a second birth by the Holy Spirit. John then makes it clear that Jesus said these remarks apply to everyone and not just to Nicodemus by changing to the plural form of “you” in verse seven, meaning that everyone must be born again to enter the Kingdom of God. Being born again is not just a requirement for a person who has already devoted much time to obeying God as would have Nicodemus but is required of everyone. I often say that Christianity is not a religion because to become a member of a religious group one only has to follow its teachings, but in Christianity one must first be born again by the Holy Spirit. Then the learning begins, not as a requirement for membership, but as an action of one who is now in the family of God, a member of the KOG, and desires to please His Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Jesus elaborated: "The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit. (John 3:8) 
The same Greek word, pneuma, is used twice in verse 8. It is first translated “wind” and second as “Spirit”. In the vision of Ezekiel 37, the work of the wind is a parable of the work of the Spirit. Here the same interpretation applies. Nobody can control the work of the Holy Spirit or understand His origin or where He will go next. However the effect of His work is clearly seen as a person is transformed into a new member of the KOG. Peter elaborated a bit on the concept also: 
· 1Peter 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,”
· 1Peter1:23 “for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our first birth (physical) brought us into the world as sinners at enmity with God (Eph 2:1-2).  Nobody but Jesus was born pure and remained pure in physical form. Only God is pure. Nobody seeks God (Rom 3:11) and nobody comes to God unless the Father acts first to lead us to Jesus (John 6:44 "No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.) So although being born-again is a requirement for entrance into heaven, only God can cause someone to be born spiritually. Praise God today for His work in your life to draw you to Him and to cause you to be born spiritually so that you can understand His Word, immediately be a member of the KOG, and join Him in heaven forever. 

