Living Theology Friends1250
Leon Combs
 December 30, 2012
 “Happy New Year”
Past issues of these letters (300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. His M.A. in theology thesis can be read at http://LivingTheology.com/ThesisFinalOK.doc
This letter completes 7 years of sending these lessons to you wonderful people. So over 350 letters have been sent! I had no concept of how far-reaching this ministry would be.  There are over 300 email addresses on my distribution list. It has been a pleasure searching God’s Word and praying for the best topics. All letters are available for your review at one of my web sites: http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm. Sometimes I have to admit that I became a little stretched to find the best topic. Many of you I do not know since you requested the letters from my web site. Many of you give these letters to other people and that is great, so continue sharing them as the Lord leads you. Please also let someone else know about them so that they might directly receive them. 

Let me encourage you to keep studying the Word of God either at your own pace or by taking courses. I intend to continue studying the Word of God as this has been an important aspect of my life. I earned my Ph.D. degree in Chemical Physics from LSU in 1968 and taught in secular universities for 40 years. Also just this summer I completed a M.A. in theology by completing 30 hours of graduate courses: OT History, NT Synthesis I, Biblical Hermeneutics, Theology I, Theology II, Kingdom of God, NT Theology, Contemporary Apologetics, Small Group Dynamics, and Information Technologies in Leadership Training. I also wrote a thesis for this degree titled: “God’s Endgame Involving Israel and the Church” that is available for you to read: http://LivingTheology.com/ThesisFinalOK.doc. Conclusions from this study include: 
· The “millennium” is not a literal 1000-year rule of Christ but His continual rule beginning with His resurrection identified in Scripture as the End Time. 
· The rapture and the Second Coming of Jesus Christ occur simultaneously when He will inaugurate a new heaven and a new earth.
· There is no literal seven-year great tribulation but rather the world has been enduring many great tribulations since the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
· The fulfillment of OT prophecies for Israel not transferred to the church and not specifically occurring before the Second Coming of Christ will occur with the installment of the New Jerusalem and last forever. 
· The nations of the new heavens and earth will bring praises to God into the New Jerusalem.
· The study presents an understanding of the rule of all Christians’ souls with Jesus in heaven during the intermediate state, which provides more peace and meaning to life after death than what is generally taught.
Many of those conclusions have been discussed in the last few letters of 2012. I know that all of the above are not congruent with many of the understandings of some popular Christian teachers today, but I hope that they will be considered openly. None of these deductions are major doctrines meaning that we can disagree on some or all of them and still enjoy Christian fellowship. It is my understanding that the conclusions of the above minor doctrines enhance the peace of Christians as we struggle together in a difficult world. Certainly my prayer is that I have helped fellow Christians in our brief time on earth during this church age. 

The major tasks God gives each of His children are being witnesses of Jesus Christ, discipling Christians, baptizing, teaching Christians to obey the commands of Jesus, and working out our sanctification:

· Acts 1:8 “but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."
· Matt 28:19-20 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,  teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."
· Phil 2:12 “So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;”

Not all of us have the honor of baptizing new Christians but the other tasks are the work of all Christians. A witness tells what has happened to him and all Christians have a witness to share with others regarding their becoming children of God (John 1:12). Discipling Christians is also something that each Christian should be able to accomplish in many different situations such as helping with Bible study, teaching Sunday School classes, or developing the Christian character of children and/or grandchildren. Discipling can also involve teaching fellow Christians the commands of Jesus and I anticipate covering this topic in future letters. Always remember in Matt 28:20 the promise of Jesus to be with His disciples throughout this present age. The Phil 2:12 verse requires us to remember the three phases of salvation so someone will not think that justification is by works. The first phase of salvation is justification that is a unilateral act totally of God when He causes us to be born again and set apart as saints before Him: “He made Him [Jesus] who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him [Jesus].” (2Cor 5:21) The second phase is sanctification that involves our cooperation with the Holy Spirit as He works out our justification so that the Christian develops a Christ-like character. The final phase is the glorification of our bodies so that we then have physical bodies like Christ: “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.” (1 John 3:2)

I pray that all of us will focus on the above tasks throughout 2013 and remember that nothing will interfere with His Kingdom:
· Matt 16:18 “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.”
· Dan 7:14 “And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.”
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