Living Theology Friends1249
Leon Combs
 December 23, 2012
 “Christmas: Plan A”
Past issues of these letters (300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. His M.A. in theology thesis can be read at http://LivingTheology.com/ThesisFinalOK.doc
This is the time of year when we should be thinking of the entire life and purpose of Jesus Christ and not just the birth of a baby. The earthly mission of Jesus brought about the possibility of spiritual birth for many people so we should all praise God for this great blessing.
Some background is required to understand why God sent His Son to make the perfect sacrifice for God’s people. This plan A was foretold in Gen 3:15, which is called the protoevangelium or first Gospel. To obtain some understanding of God’s interaction with His people read how those who had been led out of slavery in Egypt by God worshipped a golden calf as an idol while God was giving Moses the Ten Commandments (Exodus 32:1-10). They even claimed to be worshiping the Lord with their idol (Exodus 32:5)! Read Isaiah and Jeremiah to get an understanding of how God’s chosen people (the Israelites) continually rejected God as they openly disobeyed Him. Jeremiah 2 through 29 elaborates on Israel’s rebellion against God. Then in Jeremiah 30-33 the ultimate restoration of Israel is promised although that was not fulfilled until the advent of Jesus Christ. The Moses covenant was replaced because the people could not obey it (Jer 31:32). The New Covenant would be written on their hearts (Jer 31:33). Under this New Covenant God would forgive their sins by grace, not works. Then in Jeremiah 34-51 the fall of Israel is foretold. Even the righteous, like Jeremiah and Daniel, suffered the consequences of centuries of rebellion against God. 
God promised the miracle Son to bring His government to last forever (Isaiah 9:6-7).  This plan A was then fulfilled (Luke 1:34-38). The Baby was born (Luke 2:4-7) and formally named Jesus (Luke 2:21). This Baby matured into a man with the grace of God upon Him (Luke 2:40). This Man then began His ministry (Matt 4:17) and then He was crucified (Luke 23:33).He died (Luke 23:46) and was buried (Luke 23:50-53). But then He was physically resurrected (Luke 24:1-7). This Man was also God (John 1:1-5) and lived with us (John 1:14) so that many may become children of God:
John 1:12-13 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
The Bible quotes often leave out the words in bold: Luke 2:14 NASB "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased." Jesus did not come to bring peace to everyone on earth:
· Matt 10:34-40 NASB "Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I came to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;  and a man's enemies will be the members of his household. He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. "He who has found his life will lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake will find it.  He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.”
· Luke 12:51-53 NASB Do you suppose that I came to grant peace on earth? I tell you, no, but rather division; for from now on five members in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three. They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law."
Jesus came to bring peace with God and to give those who are his an eternal home with God in the New Heaven and New Earth. He promised to come again and He told us the state of the world at that time: Mat 24:37-38 NASB For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, This was a time of great evil on earth: Gen 6:5 NASB Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. But note that this evil was before God and not understood as evil by the people: Gen 6:11 NASB Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and the earth was filled with violence. Note the description of Jesus regarding the people as they who will be “eating, drinking, marrying and giving in marriage”. This indicates that people will be happy and enjoying life even though they are an abomination to God regarding His righteousness. 
There is a lot of correlation between the actions of Israel and those of our country and most of the world today. We have taken God out of the schools and government organizations by forbidding the placement of the Ten Commandments in those locations and forbidding public prayer in the name of Jesus. We become understandably upset over the killing of people by the unlawful use of guns, but we condone the murder of millions of babies each year by abortion. We favorably present fornication, adultery, drunken reveler, and homosexuality publically in movies and TV programs when such is condemned by God. People focus on the implements of evil such as guns rather than the real problem which is the heart as stated by Jesus. 
· Mat 15:19 NASB “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.”
· 1Cor 6:9-10 NASB “Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are legalizing same-sex marriage even though such unions are clearly against God’s law. Many churches are ordaining homosexual pastors and other church officers. Many churches also refuse to teach God’s Word in its fullest form. The visible church is becoming like the world and in that form is becoming more acceptable to a sinful world (2Tim 4:3-4). This situation reminds me of predictions in my book “A Search for Reality” (control/click to go to this site). God is still in plan A with these promises:
· John 3:36 NASB “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."
· Rom 8:1 NASB Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
God will not continue to allow such evil and one day an end will be declared by Him. Our country seems to be under judgment already so please spend much time praying for leaders, family, and friends that these spiritual and moral problems will be addressed (Matt 15:19).
