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 “New Heaven and Earth 2”
Past issues of these letters (300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
This week we discuss the new heaven and earth as it relates to the new home for the children of God in their resurrected bodies. This new creation will be where God will dwell with His people forever. The main verses relating to this new home include:
· Rev 21:1-4 “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be among them, and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”
· Isa 65:17 "For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind. 
· Isa 66:22 "For just as the new heavens and the new earth which I make will endure before Me," declares the LORD, "So your offspring and your name will endure.”
· 2Pe 3:11-13 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, on account of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 

These verses refer to a new heaven and a new earth. Combining the two items includes the entire cosmos. God initially created everything:  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Gen 1:1) The new creation will occur at the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. The reference in Rev 21:1 to there being no sea does not mean there will be no large bodies of water. In the time period when this letter  was written, people considered the sea as the source of much evil (Rev 13:1; 17:15). John is writing that there will be no evil influences. 
Will there be a creation other than the present one or a renewal of the old? This topic has occupied Christian thought for some time. Two verses have been used by some interpreters to base their predictions of a totally new creation:
· 2Peter 3:12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!
· Matt 24:29 But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
However these verses only state that the new creation will involve some cataclysmic events but not necessarily the total destruction of the old. The Greek word translated “destroyed” in 2 Peter 3:12 is “luo” that means “let go from its bonds”. It is translated as “untie” in John 1:27 referring to untying the sandals of Jesus and as “unbind” in John 11:44 referring to the command of Jesus to unbind Lazarus after his resuscitation. So we can understand 2 Peter 3:12 to mean that the heavens will be unbound from sin’s effects by the purifying fire of God. Similarly the Greek word translated “melt” in that same verse is “teko” that means to liquefy and which again means to release the elements from their bonds. These verses cannot justify  an assumption that the new creation will involve destroying the old and creating a different heaven and earth. 

There is considerable Scriptural evidence that the new will be a renewal of the old. The above Isaiah, Revelation, and 2 Peter verses were originally either in Hebrew (OT) or Greek (NT) and the Hebrew was translated into Greek in the Septuagint version so we have Greek words for all those verses.  In those bolded items the Greek word translated “new” is kainos and not neos. The meaning of neos is something that is new in time or origin, and kainos means new in nature or in quality.  These verses then state that the cosmos will not be totally other than the present one but one that is gloriously renewed but in continuity with the present one. This continuity is similar to that discussed in the letter of November 11 concerning the resurrected body, which will be in continuity with the former body. The resurrected bodies in the new heaven and new earth will not be something other than those existing now, but the same people in bodies that will live forever incapable of sin. Continuity would require that the new earth and new heaven will also not be other than what now exists, but one that has been cleansed of all effects of sin. The present creation will be liberated from corruption but not a totally different creation. Another consideration leading to understanding the new creation to be a regenerated creation is that God’s victory over Satan will totally remove Satan’s influences rather than any possibility that Satan achieved a victory over God to totally destroy the former creation. 

Paul also spoke of both Christians and the creation groaning because of sin’s effects:
Rom 8:20-23 For the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope  that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.
Thus Paul spoke of the present creation being set free from sin’s effects so that it would be new but not different. 

In the beginning God made creation perfect in His eyes. Sin entered the world and made huge changes in that creation. The total work of Jesus Christ is to reestablish His entire creation, freeing it from sin’s effects. The complete restoration of creation will not be complete until the Second Coming (Parousia) of Jesus Christ. It is informative to look at the changes in words from the OT to the NT on some promises from land to earth. In the OT the Israelites were promised a land: But the humble will inherit the land” (Psa 37:11), Jesus modified this promise by using the word “world” instead of land: Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth (Mat 5:5). Also in Paul’s writings we see a similar change in words regarding a promise: For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir of the world was not through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith (Rom 4:13) in contrast to: And I will give to you and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God (Gen 17:8).

[bookmark: _GoBack]And, God willing, we will continue this discussion next week. 
