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Grace as defined within the context of this article refers to the undeserved blessing freely given to people from God. Another great definition is God’s sovereign disposition to grant favoe. We also need to distinguish among several different kinds of grace. 
Common grace refers to God’s blessings upon all humankind. This refers to the actions of God to care for His creation that will benefit all people. This type of grace is what was meant by Jesus as He is quoted in “…… for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” (Matt 5:45) Common grace explains how the universe was made and is sustained: 

John 1:1-4 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.  In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.

Heb. 1:2-3 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

Col 1:16-17 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

The relative peace in the world as compared to how horrible it could be is also the result of unmerited favor from God to all humans. Certainly the sinful nature of un-regenerated man could have produced a society in which social order and community life was not possible, but God has intervened to inhibit chaos so that evil does not rule. Today we can look back at world history and see where evil began to rule but then was brought under control. Paul taught in the 13th chapter of Romans how governmental authorities are ordained by God even in the time in which he lived when the rulers would put him to death. Except for a few sociopaths, God has also given people a conscience that retains the knowledge of right and wrong and of justice and injustice. Thus God’s common grace results in a world where people can live together in a general orderly, cooperative manner. Of course we know that much evil still occurs in the world but we can praise God that so far He has kept it from to the level  it was in the time of Noah. 
Another category of grace is special grace by which God redeems His people through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ: 

2Cor. 5:17-19 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.  Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.

This special grace of God not only transforms people from sinners to saints but also molds them so they can do the good works that God has prepared for them:
Eph. 2:5-10 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

Prevenient grace is God’s blessing of reconciliation that precedes all human decision and effort. This is the entire point of grace in that it does not start with us but from God:
1John 4:10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

1John 4:19 We love, because He first loved us.

Rom 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Rom 5:10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

Efficacious grace is grace that does what God intended as the efficient means by which a person is redeemed and brought forward to the ultimate conclusion of glorification:
Rom. 8:29-30  For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;  and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.

Irresistible grace is grace that cannot be rejected by the intended recipient. Since grace is a unilateral act of God and His purposes cannot be frustrated, grace will be effective in whomever it is placed. It does not depend upon any effort or decision of man (prevenient) so God’s purpose will be served: “So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy.” (Rom 9:16)
Sufficient grace is grace that causes the person to be born again as a child of God and also keep him forever in God’s Kingdom. This grace pours forth from the infinite power and judgment of God and so will be effective in bringing the person to salvation and ultimately into the presence of God forever. 
Knowing these things about grace should fill a Christian with peace and confidence throughout life. Christians know that their redemption is entirely due to God and so praise God for His great grace. We also know that God will continue to work in the lives of His people until the End Times: “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Phil 1:6)
