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Continuing with some Christian definitions, we exam doctrine, creed, dogma, the term filioque and orthodox. 
The word “orthodox” comes from a combination of the Greek “orthos” (right or correct) and “doxa” (belief) so the word means right belief. But the question remains as to what is deemed “right or correct”. The answer is that a belief is orthodox if it conforms with the creeds of the early church as developed by the seven ecumenical councils of the fourth through the eight centuries. The first two councils were Nicaea I (A.D. 325) and Constantinople I (A.D. 381) that declared the substantial equality of God the Son with God the Father. The third council, Ephesus (A.D. 411) affirmed the divinity and humanity of Jesus Christ in one person and that Mary was the virgin mother and that He was not just a human child. The next three councils, Chalcedon (A.D. 451), Constantinople II (A.D. 553) and Constantinople III (A.D. 680) further developed the concept of the two natures of Christ. The seventh council, Nicaea II (A.D. 787) regarded the doctrine of the images representing Christ as not to be worshiped but to be respected. The images were then to be only treated with great reverence. A Christian denomination can then be called orthodox if it affirms the creeds such as discussed below.
The word “doctrine” is derived from the Latin “doctrina” that is based upon the verb “doceo” meaning “to teach”. A doctrine is derived from what the entire Bible teaches about some particular topic. A doctrine can then be very broad or very narrow. The earliest teaching of the apostles were based upon three truth statements: Jesus was the Christ (Acts3:18), Jesus was risen from the dead (Acts 1:22; 2:24, 32), and that salvation is by faith in His name (Acts 2:38; 3:16). Today we can find doctrines of God, of man, of the church, of the future, etc. It is acceptable to categorize some doctrines as major and some as minor. A major doctrine would be one that categorizes a person as a Christian such as the doctrine of the authority of the Bible, the deity of Christ, or the virgin birth of Christ. A minor doctrine is one that does not cause its adherents to separate from Christian fellowship such as the doctrine of church government. 
The word “creed” is derived from the Latin “credo”, which means “I believe”. The form is active meaning that it is not just a body of beliefs but a confession of faith. Thus it means “I believe in” rather than “I believe that”. Creeds sometimes state “We believe” but it is first person singular in Latin or “I believe”. Such statements do not occur in Scripture but they are always meant to express some biblical truths. There are many obvious starting points for developing a creed for public profession such as Jesus is the Son of God (Rom 1:4), Jesus is Lord (Rom 10:9), Jesus is God (John 20:28; Rom 9:5; Titus 2:13). A simple creedal confession in baptism (I believe in Jesus Christ the Son of God” was based upon Acts 8:37 [And Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."]. Such a creed gave the people being baptized an opportunity to make the confession of the mouth as required by: “that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved; for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.” (Rom 10:9-10) 
Often used creeds are the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, the Chalcedonian Creed and the Athanasian Creed. The Apostles’ Creed is the most widely used creed in modern worship services. It was not a creed specifically developed by the Apostles but it is apostolic in nature since it agrees with the theological formulations of the apostles. The predecessor as the Old Roman Creed developed during the second half of the second century. The full form used by most churches today was developed in about A.D. 700. Some churches use a form of the creed that inserts the phrase “he descended into hell” into the Old Roman Creed but most scholars agree that such a phrase is not Biblically justified.
Filioque means “and from the Son”. The insertion of the filioque clause into the Nicene Creed sometime after the eighth century resulted in great controversy between the Orthodoxy and Western theology. The insertion states that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son: “We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.”  The relevant biblical verse is: "When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, He will bear witness of Me,” (John 15:26) The verse states that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father but it guards the Nicene truth that the Son is consubstantial with the Father.  The addition never gained ecumenical approval although an attempted compromise was presented in Florence in A.D. 1439.  It became the main doctrinal issue that separated the east from the west in A.D. 1054. 
The word “dogma” refers to a decree, ordinance, or decision that represents the official view or opinion of a teacher or group. From the 16th century the Roman Catholic Church adopted the word to describe its own authoritative teaching. Since the Reformation, Protestants rejected the association of dogma with infallible ecclesiastical (church) pronouncements. In reformation thought all dogma must be tested by the revelation of God in Holy Scripture. Thus dogma now means an expression of doctrinal truth that has achieved ecclesiastical status but without claiming to be infallible. 
From these definitions we see that it is important for a church to be orthodox and it is important that it use a creed that helps members understand the core beliefs of the church. A danger of creeds is that people may just be memorizing them without living them. It is important for Christians to understand if a doctrine is major or minor. People have developed doctrines of the End Times and some consider them as major when they should be minor. Christians need to be students of the Bible first and use developed creeds, doctrines, and dogma with considerable caution. 
