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Past issues of these letters (300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
Before concluding this series, consider a slight review. The New Testament Greek word for the church is "Ecclesia", meaning "an assembly of called-out ones". The English word "church" is derived from the Greek "kuriake" meaning "that which belongs to the Lord". The Church then is an assembly of people called out from the world, who profess allegiance to the Lord Jesus Christ. In either case the word is referring to people, not to a building. Yet people generally infer a building when they refer to the “church” as they say: To what church do you belong?, Where do you go to church?, Where is your church?, We are going to church., Meet me at the church.
In Matt 16:18 Jesus is quoted as saying: Matt 16:18 "And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades shall not overpower it. In this time period, “the gates” refers to the place of government where decisions were made. Certainly Jesus is not referring to a building made from earthly building materials for no such building has survived. However the church, the real church, continues even to this day as a testimony to the promise of Jesus. Jesus is also clear that the assembly of people belongs to Him. 
Paul states in 1Cor 12:27 that we are all "Christ's body and individually members of it". So all Christians constitute the church (the body of Christ), and each is individually responsible to carry out an ordained function within the body. Each member of the body has been given at least one specific spiritual gift and the people are commanded to use that gift in the building up of the body (Eph. 4:12). There is order within the body of Christ with elders and deacons but the church is a living organism rather than an organization.
From the Bible we can see that the church is: 

The people of God - the very meaning of the word (1 Tim 3:15). The Family of God meaning that God is the Father and we are all brothers and sisters in Christ (Eph. 2:19-20; 1 Peter 2:9-10; 2: 4-8) 

The Body of Christ (1 Cor 12:27 and Col 1:25) with Christ as the Head of the Church (Eph. 5:23, Col 1:18) and the Church is purchased by Christ (Acts 20:28) 

God's Holy Temple. That Temple is the human body, not a building built by human hands, made and cleansed by Him for His habitation (Acts 7:48, 1 Cor 3:16, 1 Cor 6:19, 2 Cor 6:16, John 14:23). 
God’s plan from the very beginning when He chose Israel as His people was not for them to follow some earthly person. God originally chose His people and said that He would be their only King. However the people wanted human kings like all the other nations (1 Sam 8: 4-9). God let them have their kings but His plan was, of course, the same as from the beginning. God does not change His mind since to change His mind He would have had to have made a wrong decision or received new information - both of which are inconsistent with who He is. Saul was chosen as the first king in ~ 1043 BC. God then rejected Saul and explained why to Samuel: But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." (1Samuel 16:7) After the Kingdom divided, Israel's last king was Hoshea as they went into Assyrian captivity in 931 BC and Judah's last king was Zedekiah as they went into Babylonian captivity in 586 BC and the temple was destroyed. So the nation had worldly kings for about 457 years and most of them were very bad. 
Jesus was born in ~4 BC. He died and was resurrected and the Holy Spirit came on all believers in ~ 30 AD. The Church then became God's chosen people (Jew, Greek, slave, free, etc.) with Jesus as their King - plan A, but fulfilled about 1073 years after God announced His plan to Samuel. Then the people started the same rebellion as was done in ~1073 BC. They wanted priests like all the other religions! They wanted their priests to wear robes like the other religious leaders. Sound familiar? By about 200 AD the Bishop of Rome had great authority within the church. This authoritative structure continued until about 1500 A.D. with the Reformation. Now we are in the Post Modern Age. Many worldly concepts (relativism, positive tolerance, existentialism, amusement, etc.) are influencing the local churches, but perhaps a bit more subtle than earlier. Satan has been working hard to change God’s plan and many people have cooperated with him over the years. 
Today the main issue is the authority of Scripture. There are strong Biblical guidelines for selecting elders and deacons and for church discipline but many churches do not follow those rules. The Bible is very clear that homosexuals have no place in the Kingdom of Heaven (1Tim 1:8-11; 1Cor 6:9-10; Rom 1:26-27). Yet many main-line churches have admitted practicing homosexuals into their congregations and some have ordained them for ministry. A church for homosexuals has been established in Georgia’s Cobb County, which has been strongly against such behavior. The Bible is also clear that women are not to be ordained for ministry in the worship services of the church (1Tim2:9-12). Talents are not spiritual gifts but most people vying for some role within the church are mainly examined regarding their talents rather than their spiritual gifts such as with Saul (1 Sam 16:7). Certainly many people are very bright and talented, yet the authority of Scripture is not to be put aside when church teachers and officers are being chosen. Satan disguises himself as an angel of light (2 Cor 11:14) and so can fool many people as can many of his disciples, most of whom probably consider themselves Christians. The church is not a democracy since it is under the Lordship of Jesus Christ yet many churches function in a democratic method in making decisions by voting rather than upon the authority of Scripture or ordained leadership[. 
Most Christians often neglect to study church history even though God tells us that events have occurred for our benefit (1 Cor 10:1-12). We need to study the church councils to understand the early heresies so that we can easily recognize their reappearance in perhaps a slightly different form. We also need to study the Reformation to better understand the principals involved in that important time in the history of the Church. Satan is clever but he generally continues to use the same techniques in slightly disguised forms. 
I hope this series has influenced readers to better understand the church, its function, and the role of Satan and others in taking it away from its main function (Matt 28:19). However remember that God is sovereign and His purposes will be fulfilled. 
