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 “Satan’s Attacks: The Church 4”
Past issues of these letters (300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm.  The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com. 
This is a continuation of the previous two letters so please review those letters before reading this letter. This series addresses some of the methods Satan’s attempts to destroy the responsibility of the church to properly worship and serve God. 
The visible church is defined as a group of people dedicated to worshiping and serving God. The invisible church is defined as those people within the visible church who are truly regenerated or born-again: 
John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."

1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
Regenerated people have been justified by faith totally based upon the work of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Jesus suffered the wrath of God for their sins and His righteousness was placed into their account before the Father. However these children of God must now be involved in progressive sanctification, which is the life-long process of working out that salvation before the world. Since the visible church consists of both unregenerate and regenerated people and the regenerated people still have the tendency to sin, the church is a ripe place for Satan to work. Therefore it is no surprise that the church is continually under attack by Satan and his followers. 
Those who have been born again are now in the kingdom of heaven: “And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:6) Jesus taught in parables and the following verses involve His descriptions of the kingdom of heaven:
Matt13:31-32 He presented another parable to them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field; and this is smaller than all other seeds; but when it is full grown, it is larger than the garden plants, and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches.”
Some teach this parable as His description of the kingdom of heaven spreading throughout the world in preparation for His second coming to establish His kingdom on earth. However that is a very doubtful interpretation partly because Jesus stated that the time of His coming will be like that at the time of Noah:

Matt 24:37-39 "For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. For as in those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.”
Regarding the mustard plant, it does not mature into a tree so that birds can nest in its branches. A better understanding of this parable is that Jesus is telling His disciples that the kingdom will become perverted on earth. Birds are often used by Jesus to indicate a perversion such as in: “and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate them up.” (Matt 13:4) This interpretation is also in line with His other parable recorded immediately afterward: “He spoke another parable to them, "The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three pecks of meal, until it was all leavened." (Matt 13:33) This parable is also often misinterpreted to mean that the kingdom of heaven will spread holiness throughout the world in preparation for the second coming of Jesus. However leaven is always a symbol for evil in the world so a better understanding of this parable is that Jesus is teaching that the earthly kingdom of heaven will be perverted by evil influences. Although the visible church may become widespread it will certainly not be teaching the righteousness of God but will be rather like another past time: “In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes.” (Judges 17:6) It seems like the church in America is generally making great progress toward the last times statement of Jesus (Matt 24:37-39). 
Jesus elaborated on His parable of the sower to make His statement absolutely clear:
Matt13:37-39 And He answered and said, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one; and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels.”
The sower of the good seed is Jesus and the sower of the tares is the devil. The visible church will consist of followers of Jesus and followers of Satan. The separation of the tares from the wheat will only occur at the end of the age and the reapers are the angels and not Christians. 
Jesus similarly taught the following:
Matt13:47-49 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea, and gathering fish of every kind; and when it was filled, they drew it up on the beach; and they sat down, and gathered the good fish into containers, but the bad they threw away. "So it will be at the end of the age; the angels shall come forth, and take out the wicked from among the righteous, and will cast them into the furnace of fire; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Again we understand that the kingdom of heaven on earth will consist of true believers and pretenders with the separation being done by the angels at the end of the age. The tares are planted by the devil who works in cooperation with his disciples throughout the world. Until the second coming of Jesus Christ there will always be true and false prophets and their followers. Jesus and Peter warned of false prophets as was discussed in the message last week (LT1225). Regenerated people in the visible church need to be knowledgeable of the truth and willing to not be ashamed of the gospel and even to suffer for its purity: 

Rom 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 

2Tim 1:8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, or of me His prisoner; but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God,

Each of us should look for opportunities to know the truth of Scripture and to never compromise our responsibilities to that truth so the church will grow in holiness as well as in numbers. 
If the Lord wills, we will continue this study next week.
