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This is a continuation of the letter last week regarding Satan’s influence on the church so please review that letter before reading this letter. The last letter ended with a discussion of false teachers in the church as Paul was warning the church in Corinth about such people teaching a different Jesus, spirit, and gospel. Paul identified these false teachers as false apostles following their master’s model:

2Cor 11:13-15 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their deeds.

Satan has always desired to replace God:
Isaiah 14:13-14 "But you said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north. 'I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.'

It is then no surprise that Satan will disguise himself as an angel of light. Anyone teaching a false gospel is against Christ or an anti-Christ. Of course the main person against Christ is Satan himself. Satan is a disenfranchised angel who still pretends to be the source of light but there is only one source of light (reality) and that is our Triune God. Jesus came as light but the world prefers darkness: “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.” (John 1:4-5)
Satan is not omnipresent so he depends upon his servants to do his bidding. He has many servants and they all pretend to present the light even though they are representatives of darkness. The churches today are constantly being assaulted by the false messages of Satan’s servants and we must be constantly discerning. The deceivers do not wear red outfits with horns. They may appear to be a real teacher of the truth and may even say what seems like the truth. But Jesus warned of them:

John 7:24 "Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment."

Mark 13:21-22 “And then if anyone says to you, 'Behold, here is the Christ'; or, 'Behold, He is there'; do not believe him; for false Christs and false prophets will arise, and will show signs and wonders, in order, if possible, to lead the elect astray.” 

The only way to know when darkness is pretending to be light is to know true light so Christians must be devoted to the study of the truth. All of these false teachers will receive justice from God (Rev 20:10) but Christians must test every message.  
Paul had many tribulations during his ministry including persecutions from those pretending to be Christians: “I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren;” (2Cor 11:26) False brethren are those who pretend to be Christians and they can cause individual Christians and congregations great harm.  The apostle John warned of the teaching of people denying that Jesus is the Messiah (Christ) that resulted in some members of the congregation leaving the church. These were false brethren who were very persuasive and deceived some members to follow them: 
1John 2:18-19 Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have arisen; from this we know that it is the last hour. They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, in order that it might be shown that they all are not of us.

John tells the remaining members of the church that those who left are not representatives of Jesus Christ because they are “not really of us”. John is telling them that these people are teaching against Christ and so represent an antichrist. John is giving us two important concepts. One is that there are visible churches and the invisible church. The visible churches are those congregations which teach a false gospel. The members may seem to be very spiritual and they are religious in their worship but the object of their worship is not God. The invisible church is the total group of regenerate, justified believers all over the world and of all time. Secondly, John tells them that true believers will persevere. If those people who left had belonged to Christ they would have stayed. 
John further identified these false teachers as those who deny the relationship between the Father and the Son: “Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son” (1 John 2:22) At this early stage of the church many false teachers had already become prevalent as Satan was attempting to mold the church in his image rather than in the image of Christ. These false teachers proclaimed that Jesus Christ did not come in the flesh but was only a spirit as they were following the Greek teaching that the flesh was evil. John warned his readers to test the spirits of every message: 
1John 4:1-6 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; and this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. They are from the world; therefore they speak as from the world, and the world listens to them. We are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

Note carefully in verses 5 and 6 above that the false teachers taught worldly messages and those who were still of the world (not regenerated) listened to them. “Listening” implies that the message heard was applied in their lives. John distinguishes those of the world in a congregation from those who are no longer of the world (regenerated). Those who do not test the spiritual messages with the Word of God can be deceived by the false messages and will follow the false teachers. John ends by writing that Christians can know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.  So carefully test every spiritual message by the Word of God. 

If the Lord so wills, we will continue this discussion of Satan’s influence on the church next week.
