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Past issues of these letters (300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
Previous letters have briefly discussed five methods of attacks of Satan: Thorn in the Flesh, Your Cross, Marriage, Knowledge, and One God One Way to Him, and the Home/Family. Today we will begin to examine Satan’s attacks on the Church. He has been busy with this task since the beginning of time and if we search the Bible we will see that he has been mainly using the same tactics. We will also see that Satan has always been attacking groups of God’s people as well as individuals. 
For the purpose of this letter let us define the church as a group of God’s people dedicated to His worship and praise. With this definition, the church has existed since the time of Adam and Eve and Satan has continually introduced false doctrine to lead people away from God. His desire is to be like God (Isa 14:13-14). The original spiritual adultery occurred in the Garden of Eden (Gen 3:1-6) and Satan continues using such tactics to misguide the church. The mystery of the church was clarified with the advent of Jesus Christ for He is God and He dwells with His people so the worship can be purified. After His resurrection we then speak of the church as the body of Christ for it consists of all of His people in Christ. The visible church is the gathering of people claiming to worship God and the invisible church is the collection of all people from all ages and ethnicity who are regenerated and dedicated to His proper worship. 
God will not tolerate the worship of anyone or anything but Him: 
Exodus 20:2-6 "I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery."You shall have no other gods before Me. "You shall not make for yourself an idol or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.”You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.

There were pretenders in Old Testament times who made an idol and proclaimed to be worshiping God:

Exodus 32:3-6 Then all the people tore off the gold rings which were in their ears, and brought them to Aaron. And he took this from their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, and made it into a molten calf; and they said, "This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt." Now when Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made a proclamation and said, "Tomorrow shall be a feast to the Lord." So the next day they rose early and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.

The last verse demonstrates that their “worship” did not affect their daily lives as true worship should affect people after they leave the worship service. Idols do not have to be physical objects but also can be any concept that people worship such has wealth and happiness.
Paul recognized the problem of false teachers in the early church: 2Cor 11:2 For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin. Paul was jealous with a righteous jealousy as he had started that church and desired them to remain faithful to Jesus. When Paul writes that he betrothed them to one husband he means that he was involved in the process of God bringing them into God’s family through the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul wants them to be presented to God pure in their faithfulness to Him. Double imputation (2 Cor 5:21) places all a person’s sin into the account of Jesus and places His righteousness into the account of the Christian so the regenerated person is pure before God. Spiritual faithfulness after regeneration is a necessary condition for God’s people. Paul was concerned that they might be misled by the false teachers and commit spiritual adultery. Marriage in the Jewish custom involved a betrothal period followed after a year or so with the actual ceremony. During the betrothal period they are regarded as legally husband and wife and infidelity was not allowed. Similarly Christians have been betrothed to Christ and one day will celebrate the marriage supper:

Rev 19:7-9 "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready." And it was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. And he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'" And he said to me, "These are true words of God."
Paul wrote of dangers in the early church as people were teaching a different Jesus, spirit and gospel: 2Cor 11:4 For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully. False teachers always follow the pattern laid out by Satan as they first portrayed the truth as error and then presented error as truth. The people had already shown a vulnerability to being deceived as they had already accepted somewhat the teaching of another Jesus, a different spirit, and a different gospel. Today there are many teachings about Jesus being a great prophet but not the Son of God. Some religions claiming to be Christian also teach another Jesus than the One of the Bible. Teaching of spiritual things apart from the Biblical meaning is also very common today by New Age philosophers and others. 
A false gospel that teaches salvation by any means other than totally by faith and apart from any works is also very prevalent today. Such teachings began early in church history: Acts 15:1 And some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, "Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved." This attempt to add works to faith was ruled against at the council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:1-29) but similar attempts have continued throughout the last 2000 years. Some congregations teach that one must be baptized to be saved. Some teach that one must have a separate baptism of the Holy Spirit. Some teach that people must be forgiven after death before being allowed entrance into the presence of God. Some teach that one must pray a particular prayer or walk the aisle to be saved. However the thief on the cross could not do any of these things for entrance into Paradise: Luke 23:43 And He [Jesus] said to him, "Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise." 
If the Lord so wills, next week we will continue this discussion on ways that Satan attempts to destroy the church. 
