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 “Satan’s Attacks: The Home/Family”
Past issues of these letters (300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
Previous letters have looked at five methods of attacks of Satan: Thorn in the Flesh, Your Cross, Marriage, Knowledge, and One God One Way to Him. This week the letter will examine his attacks on the home. This letter will build upon the letter on Satan’s attacks on marriage. 

The home or family is the basic unit of society and the Christian home should reflect the Church as stated in the letter on marriage. Thus Satan certainly devotes time on destroying the Christian home for that also affects the church. Over half of marriages in the United States ends in divorce even among church members. If one enters into marriage for happiness then when happiness disappears divorce seems like an obvious direction. If only receiving love is the goal of marriage then divorce again seems like a logical choice when the mate seems to be not as attentive as desired. But each spouse should be working to love the other person as much as possible rather then just wanting to receive love. If the goal of marriage is to glorify God and to model His love towards the spouse and children then divorce should never be considered. God hates divorce (Mal 2:16) and Jesus clearly spoke against divorce: “Consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate.” (Matt 19:6)
God has given us the blueprint for the home and Christians should never deviate from it.  Every organization must have a leader and God has established that the head of the family is the husband: “But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.” (1Cor 11:3) Paul elaborated on this relationship: 

Eph 5:22-24 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything.

Col 3:18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 
This subjection is for the benefit of the entire family. In any organization, the best head leads in a servant-leadership model. Family decision making requires consideration for the well being of all members. The probable results of each decision should be discussed and input obtained as to the advantages and disadvantages of each direction. The effect of each choice on each member of the family should be carefully considered. The final decision should be the one that most benefits the entire family. 
The relationship of the husband to his wife is to mirror the relationship of Christ to the church:
Eph 5:25-30 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless. So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, because we are members of His body.


Col 3:19 Husbands, love your wives, and do not be embittered against them.
The husband who loves his wife as stated above wants nothing but the best possible choices for her. His willingness to die for his wife should be reflected in every decision he makes as he should be willing to give up his desires for the needs of his wife. This humbling of self was demonstrated perfectly by Christ: “And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” (Phil 2:8)
Paul continues his discussion on the family (the “cause” below is from Eph 5:30 in that Christians are members of the body of Christ): 

Eph 5:31-33 For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh. This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. Nevertheless let each individual among you also love his own wife even as himself; and let the wife see to it that she respect her husband.

The love of the husband for his wife should be total, meeting her greatest need, and the wife must always respect her husband for that is his greatest need.
Children in a Christian home should also mirror the love of Christ for the Father:

Eph 6:1-2 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise), 
Col 3:20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.

Although there must be discipline in the home, there is a wrong way for a father to provide that discipline: “And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.” (Eph 6:4). “Fathers, do not exasperate your children, that they may not lose heart.” (Col 3:21)  Discipline must be done quickly: “Because the sentence against an evil deed is not executed quickly, therefore the hearts of the sons of men among them are given fully to do evil.” (Ecc 8:11) A father disciplining his children models the discipline of God toward His children:
Heb 12:7-11 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live? For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, that we may share His holiness. All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness. 

Rev 3:19 'Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; be zealous therefore, and repent. 
The Christian family should demonstrate the leadership, love and sacrifice of Jesus for His church and the love and respect of the church for Christ. 
