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 “Satan’s Attacks: Knowledge”
Past issues of these letters (300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
All Christians should have a driving desire to know more about God and to apply that knowledge but the knowledge must be true. Satan can easily twist knowledge slightly so that only the alert Christian can distinguish lies from the truth. So we must test the spirits: 1John 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.
Paul criticized Israel for their lack of true knowledge: For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge. (Rom 10:2) Paul states that the Jews had a great zeal for God, but their zeal was not based upon true knowledge of Him. Instead, they worship zealously a god they created, as do many people today. The Greek word “gnosis” means factual knowledge but Paul used the Greek word “epignosis” that means knowledge according to godliness or with understanding. This knowledge leads to wisdom. Satan loves to get Christians involved in activities but without being guided by God’s wisdom in those events. The church is being transformed into a social club with many activities to keep the people busy and involved in interacting with each other but without Jesus Christ as the Guide. 
Paul stated a similar concern about attaining true knowledge of Christ in another of his letters: “that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself,”( Col 2:2).  This true knowledge (epignosis) was to be based upon a full assurance of understanding of the Word of God.  In other words, this true knowledge had to be properly understood and the assurance of that understanding of the true knowledge would be an answer to Paul’s prayers for them.  This understanding of God results in great spiritual wealth as it reveals the greatest mystery of all time: the truth about Jesus Christ.  This knowledge is hidden only in the sense that it is not readily available for all mankind.  The only people who can understand the truth of God’s revealed word are those who have been regenerated and given faith: For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. (1 Cor 1:18)
Paul clearly writes in Col 2:4 that the reason for his writing of this as the only source of knowledge and wisdom is so they will not be deceived by false teachers with persuasive arguments.  The false teachers may be greatly talented with speaking abilities but the truth of their statements must be judged only from the Bible.  Millions of people are being deceived today by false teachers who are very charismatic as they peddle their lies.  Such false teachers are successful because the people listening do not know the knowledge to which Paul refers and thus do not have the wisdom that comes from the application of that knowledge.
Paul also wrote to Timothy expressing concern for the proselytizing zeal of people teaching their false Christianity. These false teachers were invading homes and captivating some vulnerable women: “For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses, always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” (2Tim 3:6-7) Approaching women to lead them astray has been the method of Satan since the Garden of Eden when he approached Eve. This approach was also used by the Gnostics during the early church age and today is used by other cults. The Greek word translated “captivate” implies the use of devious methods to snare the women. The term “weak women” translates a Greek word meaning weak of character. They were burdened with sins and easily led astray from ethical behavior by very weak self-control. These evil men would come to the households while the men were away and teach their false doctrines designed to prey upon the guilt feelings of the women. The women were constantly learning various teachings but never coming to knowledge of the truth.  
Many women today are similarly involved in reading self-help or commentary books and hearing teachings about Christianity but not properly studying the Bible with prayer for God to reveal truth to them from the Bible. They were like boats tossed around by waves as described by Paul in Eph 4:14: “As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;” These women were prime targets for door-to-door religious salesmen and the same situation exists today via television, the internet, and books. Perhaps the husbands were too involved in their work or other pursuits to be supportive of their wives in their learning. Today most husbands are not involved in Bible study and thus not available to assist their wives in obtaining proper knowledge. The letter last week was on Satan’s attack on marriage and marriage should be God-centered. Marriage is strengthened when husband and wife are involved together in the study of God’s Word. 
False teachers develop their own knowledge and morality without submitting to God’s righteousness. Husbands, join with your wives in studying God’s Word and help each other to test all teachings by the Word of God. Your love for each other will be strengthened by obtaining His real knowledge: And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, (Phil 1:9) My prayer is for all those reading these letters to resist Satan and to be guided by the following:
Eph 1:17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.

Col 3:10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him

1Tim 6:20 O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called "knowledge"--

Then we should all be alert to destroy false speculations and all false knowledge that may seem superior but is actually against the true knowledge of God (2 Cor 10:5). 
