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God has ordered the family under the principle of headship. Each member of the family lives under the authority of the head whom God has appointed:
1Cor 11:3 But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.

Col 3:20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.

Christ is the head of the husband and Lord of the family. The husband is the head of the wife and chief authority over the children. The wife is the helper to the husband (Gen 2:18) and the secondary authority over the children. The children are to be obedient to the parents. God’s order for the primacy of marriage is clearly stated in the Bible: “For this cause a man shall leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.” (Gen 2:24)

Marriage as established by God mirrors the relationship between Christ and the Church: 

Eph 5:31-32 For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh. This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.
Eph 1:22-23 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fulness of Him who fills all in all.

Col 1:18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead; so that He Himself might come to have first place in everything.
A wife changing her name to that of the husband pictures how a person changes from being a sinner to a saint under the authority of Christ. When married, the wife’s debts are under the authority and responsibility of her husband in the same manner as the sins of the sinner are paid by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The relationships that a spouse has with other people changes upon marriage just like the relationships that a saint has after union with Christ. 

Anything contrary to God’s establishment of marriage misrepresents God’s picture of the relationship between Christ and the Church. Satan can disturb the marriage relationship in several ways. He can influence the husband to be selfish and domineering rather than to love his wife, honor her, be considerate of her, and put her first in his interest. He can influence the wife to be antagonistic or competitive with her husband rather than being submissive and agreeing to his leadership of the family. A husband should seek and value the input of his wife in family and personal decisions for she is his helper. Satan can influence the children to be disobedient and rebellious. Satan can also influence the husband to be cruel to the children rather then disciplining them properly with love: Eph 6:4 And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

An overwhelming concern among people today is for personal satisfaction but marriage as established by God is for mutual concern and commitment for each person. The Christian family is to work together to meet the needs of each person, to teach Christian values, and to show how Christian values work to produce homes where each person is valued equally and nobody puts their own selfish needs first. The breakup of a family by divorce is disrupting the picture of the family with that of Jesus and the church for a person cannot be divorced from a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Our union with Christ is also a union with other Christians. The family unit then is representative of the church’s union with Christ as Head, and individual Christians are in unique relationships with other Christians everywhere: 
1Cor 12:12-14 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many.

1Cor 12:26-27 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it.

The family, centered on marriage, is the basic building unit of society and its failure affects that particular family and the entire society. Thus a major goal of Satan is to destroy the family because it demonstrates the relationship of Jesus Christ to the Church and because such destruction will degrade society. Today many television shows and movies often depict “happiness” as people getting under the influence of drugs, partying, and having sex. In 1960 1.1% of couples living together were not married and that number increased to 11.6% in 2011. It does not seem to bother these people that Jesus said fornication was an act of an evil heart (Mark 7:21-22) that defiled a person. 

Marriage is the greatest weapon against child poverty. The following data is from the Heritage Foundation for the USA. Almost one in two children (46%) live with mothers who have never been married and forty years ago that number was one in sixteen. In the USA, 31% of children live with mothers who have been divorced and 20% of children live with mothers who are still married but the spouse is absent. These numbers are devastating for the future of society. About 37% of children of single mothers in Georgia were poor in 2008 compared to 6% of children of two-parent families. The poverty numbers for children of single mothers has been greatly increasing in the last ten years. Nearly 75% of families with children in the United States that are not poor are married families, and 71% of all poor families with children are headed by single parents. Child poverty rates are highly dependent upon education levels but marriage drops the poverty rate by about 80% among families with the same education level. 
Statistics indicate that most Americans are not concerned about attacks on the traditional family defined as a marriage unit of a man with a woman and their children. Perhaps that data indicates most Americans are either not Christians or they are poorly taught by the churches. Pray that God will protect families and reveal truth to a world that continues to ignore or refute His purposes. Resist Satan and he will flee from you (James 4:7). 

