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 “Attributes of God: Why know them?”
Past issues of these letters (300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
The attributes of God we have examined so far are: solitary, love, light, spirit, trinity, sovereign, mercy, holiness, immutability, grace, omnipotence, wrath, patience, omniscience, faithfulness, grace 2, decrees, providence, eternity, and His unity. 
It is impossible for us to know all about any one of God’s attributes so certainly we cannot know all about all of them. Even a list like we have been studying is not exhaustive as just a few verses clearly inform us:
Rom 11:33-36 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who became His counselor? Or who has first given to Him that it might be paid back to him again? For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.
Psalm 139:6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; It is too high, I cannot attain to it.
However, our inability to know all about God or even all about one aspect of God does not mean that we should not desire to know more about Him. Paul clarified this in a letter:

Col 1:9-12 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.
These verses warrant some time spent on understanding and applying them. Paul’s prayers have two focuses: the first is that God’s people might be filled with the knowledge of His will and the second is that their walk would reflect that true knowledge. 
Paul’s first focus is that they will be filled with knowledge, which means that their entire being is permeated with that knowledge. The word Paul used refers to the deep and accurate, or thorough, knowledge of the will of God as he goes on to state that such knowledge is in all spiritual wisdom and understanding. The second focus of his prayer is for their use of this knowledge in all that they do and say. The knowledge of God is not just an intellectual pursuit but forms the basis for our total walk in the world. Every profession of a Christian is to be lived under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and every thing we do, say, and think should be immersed in that knowledge. It is only by living in this manner that we can “please God in all respects”. To walk worthy of the Lord is to be pleasing to Him in all that we do. We represent Christ to the world and our walk must be in harmony with Him and the church must show that unity to the world (John 17:21-23).

Paul continues his letter to the Colossians with some attributes of a life that pleases God.  It will bear fruit, grow in knowledge, be strengthened for service, and joyfully give thanks to God. Bearing fruit is the work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of the children of God and that fruit will be a witness to the world of the works of Jesus Christ. As children of God, we should have an insatiable appetite for the Word of God. The more “real” knowledge we obtain and use in our walk in the world the more of that knowledge we desire so that we can continuously grow in our representation of Him to the world. Knowledge without application can be hypocritical, but knowledge that makes us act more like Him is the goal of the Christian. Strengthening with the power of God is to make our service to the Kingdom more effective in our lives and in the lives of those to whom we witness and disciple. The result in the life of the child of God is to attain steadfastness and patience as we walk according to His vision for our life: “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” (Eph 2:10).
If our goal for studying the attributes of God is purely academic then we will be forever frustrated because we will never be able to totally understand even one attribute. But, as Paul clearly stated in his letter to the church at Colossae, we should humbly study the attributes of God as our Father. Our goal should be to apply all the understanding we obtain about Him to our walk in the world so that we properly represent Him in all we do, say, and think. With this understanding of why we study about God, we should approach all Bible study with great eagerness as we become more thankful that He has caused us to be born again. 

A Christian is a new creature: “Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.” (2 Cor 5:17). When we were born into this world we needed a family to teach us who we are and what manner of behavior is expected of us as human beings in this world. When we were born again we also needed a family to teach us how to behave as children of God. God has provided His Bible that can provide us with much of that knowledge, and He has provided a family of other Christians to guide us as we mature in that knowledge. Additionally God has indwelt His children with the Holy Spirit to guide us into knowing and applying that truth: 
John 14:16-17 "And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you, and will be in you.
John 15:26 "When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, He will bear witness of Me,

John 16:13-14 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. "He shall glorify Me; for He shall take of Mine, and shall disclose it to you.
So make use of all that God has provided you (the Bible, fellow Christians, and the Holy Spirit) to know more about Him and to apply that knowledge daily to your walk in the world. 
