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 “Attributes of God: eternity and unity”
Past issues of these letters (300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
The attributes of God we have examined so far are: solitary, love, light, spirit, trinity, sovereign, mercy, holiness, immutability, grace, omnipotence, wrath, patience, omniscience, faithfulness, grace 2, decrees, and providence. Today we briefly examine an18th attribute of God, His eternity or infinity: 
Psalm 90:2 “Before the mountains were born, or Thou didst give birth to the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God. (Psalm 90:2).  
Rev 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”

Physics informs us that time cannot exist without space and matter. Since God created the universe, He also created time and God is not limited by His creation of time. Thus God’s eternity aspect means that He does not exist in various successions of moments and events as we do. There is a false teaching about God stating He is always learning and so is more mature now than previously! This was an attempt to make God more like His creation rather than being “other”. This letter previously discussed God’s immutability that addressed the fact that God does not change so He is not “learning” as He progresses in time. God existed before He created time and He is not limited by time, and so all events are somehow “present” to Him: “But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.” (2 Peter 3:8). God then sees all events equally and this perspective is not conceivable to us. There are attributes of God that are termed incommunicable because God does not share them fully with us. Such are: independence or solitary, eternity, unchangeableness or immutability, omnipresence, and omnipotence. Communicable attributes of God include His mercy, love, patience, and wrath. 
Having discussed many attributes of God, it is important to understand that God is not a collection of many attributes somehow added together. Rather God is a perfect unity of all His attributes, each of which affects all others. Think about several compartments of your life as indicated below. If the different areas do not influence any other areas, they are not connected. This state is called compartmentalization:
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Unfortunately today we hear of the value of not letting your religion influence your politics so that all the areas are separate. We are told to not bring religion into the workplace or school. But a Christian’s goal throughout life is sanctification, which is the task of connecting all attributes so that serving Jesus Christ as Lord directly influences all other areas:
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Such a person is integrated rather than compartmentalized. Now consider just the attributes of God that we have been discussing and consider that they are all integrated so that God’s mercy directly interacts with His justice, holiness, etc. 
Thus we should never think of God as being loving in some point of history and wrathful in other times. Some people teach that the Old Testament reveals a wrathful God and the New Testament reveals Him as loving but that is not correct. God is perfectly integrated in all of His attributes in everything that He does in all time. The holiness of God is His only attribute that is mentioned in triplet and so is of utmost importance: “And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full of eyes around and within; and day and night they do not cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God, the Almighty, who was and who is and who is to come.”(Rev 4:8). 
The Bible declares that His name is holy: “For the Mighty One has done great things for me; and holy is His name” (Luke 1:49). We are commanded to be holy so as to be like Him: “because it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy.” (1 Peter 1:16). But stating that His holiness is of utmost importance does not mean that any other of His aspects, such as His love, is ever set aside so that His holiness rules. His holiness is revealed in all of His attributes and they all are always perfectly integrated. 
In a sense God’s unity is incommunicable because humans can never be totally integrated. However, just as sanctification and holiness are goals that will never be totally achieved while living in this limited physical form, we will never achieve perfect integration. We are commanded to imitate God: “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children;” (Eph 5:1). So practice diligently to always make all your attributes always interconnected or unified. 
