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The attributes of God we have examined so far are: solitary, love, light, spirit, trinity, sovereign, mercy, holiness, immutability, grace, omnipotence, wrath, patience, omniscience, faithfulness, and grace. Today we briefly study His decrees.
Wayne Gruden in “Systematic Theology” defines the decrees of God as “the eternal plans of God whereby, before the creation of the world, He determined to bring about everything that happens”. The decree of God has to be distinguished from the acts of God in time and through “secondary causes” such as the actions of mankind. Generally we refer to the decrees of God but theologically it is precise to say “decree” for God does not state His will sequentially as we who are limited to walking in time. God’s providence is how He works out in time what He decreed before time, and that will be discussed next week. 
His decrees were set before time but they are worked out in time. The decree to send Jesus into the world was decreed but not carried out until He was born of Mary (Luke 2:1-7). The sacrifice by the Lord Jesus Christ was also an eternal decree:

Eph 3:11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord,
Acts 2:23 this Man, delivered up by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.
1Peter 1:20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you
Jesus’ death on the Cross was not carried out until the proper time but decreed as Jesus stated: “For indeed, the Son of Man is going as it has been determined; but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed!” (Luke 22:22). A group of believers stated in their prayers their understanding of this decree: “For truly in this city there were gathered together against Thy holy servant Jesus, whom Thou didst anoint, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever Thy hand and Thy purpose predestined to occur.” (Acts 4:27-28). 
The decrees of God are generally secret but some are revealed clearly in Scripture, such as the following:
Psalm 139:16 Thine eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Thy book they were all written, The days that were ordained for me, When as yet there was not one of them.
Eph 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. 
2Tim 1:9 who has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,
Heb 4:3 For we who have believed enter that rest, just as He has said, "As I swore in My wrath, They shall not enter My rest," although His works were finished from the foundation of the world.
1Cor 2:7 but we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom, which God predestined before the ages to our glory;
Before time, God even prepared good works for us to do: For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. (Eph 2:10).

God also provided prophecies whose predictions relate to those decrees. The first such was the promise of a deliverer: “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.” (Gen 3:15). Other prophecies form the basis for the hope of the Christian in the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, for the fulfillment of God’s Kingdom on earth, and for life everlasting with God in the new heaven and new earth. 

Knowing that God has decreed what will exist should give us great peace in knowing that God is always in plan A and so is proactive and not reactive. Therefore He does not make up changes as time progresses. God will accomplish all that He decreed. We are looking at a very small picture but God sees all, so our perspective can make life seem hard and even without purpose. However we can trust God who is sovereign over all events that are working toward fulfilling His decrees. 

Psalm 33:10-11 The Lord nullifies the counsel of the nations; He frustrates the plans of the peoples. The counsel of the Lord stands forever, The plans of His heart from generation to generation.
Rom 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
The understanding of the decrees of God has been criticized by some who think that this concept reduces people’s actions to automatons having to do as God commanded. But that is not correct as I will attempt to clarify next week when I discuss the providence of God. It will be clear that man does act as he wills and that his actions are sometimes pleasing to God and other times they are not. No actions of man can change, delay or prevent the decrees of God. 
