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The attributes of God we have examined so far are: solitary, love, light, spirit, trinity, sovereign, mercy, holiness, immutability, grace, omnipotence, wrath, patience, omniscience, and faithfulness. Today we briefly study His grace for a second time.
Theologians normally write of common grace and special grace. Common grace is given to all people: “But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you in order that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” (Matt 5:44-45) Without His common grace the world would be chaotic and even more evil than it is now. Common grace can often lead people to an outwardly religious life such as the case of the Pharisees. In many religions of the world as people realize that there is more to life than a common everyday existence and so they try to affect a spiritual component to that existence. 
Special grace is an attribute of God that is exercised only toward His people. Such grace may be defined as “unmerited favor” for it cannot be earned and is not given to anyone based upon meritorious actions: “But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.” (Rom 11:6) Special grace was planned before anything existed: “who has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,” (2 Tim 1:9) Grace was exercised by God toward His people throughout all time (starting with Adam and Eve) but it was not fully revealed until the coming of the Lord Jesus: “For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ,” (John 1:17) 
The Holy Spirit gives grace as prophesied:

Zech 12:10 And I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him, like the bitter weeping over a first-born.
The life of the Apostle Paul is a supreme example of this grace as he stated: “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them [the other apostles], yet not I, but the grace of God with me.” (1Cor 15:10) Paul’s example displays that God’s special grace effected not only his conversion but also his ministry throughout his life. This grace of God not only transforms people and activates them to ministry it also keeps them forever: 
John 6:37-40 "All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out."For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. "And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. "For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him, may have eternal life; and I Myself will raise him up on the last day."
The grace that achieves its purpose is called efficacious grace and, of course, nothing that God purposes will fail in that purpose. “and from there they sailed to Antioch, from which they had been commended to the grace of God for the work that they had accomplished.” (Acts 14:26) No power in the universe can change this work of God. Jesus says “I give eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand.” (John 10:28). This saving grace that keeps His people as His children forever is also called sufficient grace. 
God’s special grace is also called prevenient grace for it precedes all human response: 
1John 4:10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

1John 4:19 We love, because He first loved us.
Rom 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Rom 5:10 For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
Rom 3:23-24 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;
Prior to this special grace of God we were spiritually dead, which is why we had to be born again:
Eph 2:1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,

Eph 2:5-6 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus,
John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."
We understand then that God graces His creation with common grace and specific grace. Specific grace is saving, efficacious, prevenient, sufficient, sustaining, and freely given. Grace has also been defined by my wife as “God’s sovereign disposition to grant favor.” 

Praise God today because by His grace we are able to repent, believe and obey. Without His specific grace we would all be lost forever: “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” (John 3:36)
