Living Theology Friends1208
Leon Combs
 February 19, 2012
 “Attributes of God: patience”
Past issues of these letters (300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
The attributes we have examined so far are: solitary, love, light, spirit, trinity, sovereign, mercy, holiness, immutability, grace, omnipotence, and his wrath. Today we look at God’s patience. This attribute is even involved in one of His titles: Rom 15:5 Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus:
Many times His patience is stated in the KJV of the Bible as His longsuffering such as:

Exodus 34:6 And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth,

Num 14:18 The LORD is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation.

Psa 86:15 But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth.
This aspect of God is practiced only in this world since it will not be needed in the new heavens and earth. But now we can wonder why God does not blaze His wrath upon the blatant sinners in the world today. Why does God not immediately destroy people blaspheming Him today as He did to Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11) for their sins? Why does He not immediately destroy some cities that openly practice today the same sins as Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen 19)? Why did He wait ~120 years before destroying all sinning people except for Noah and His family (1 Peter 3:20, Gen 6:3)? Why did He only “give them over” rather than destroying the people committing vile sins reported by Paul in Rom 1:19-26? God gives sinners blessings of rain and fruitful seasons when they deserve immediate condemnation (Acts 14:16, 17). God even waited 40 years after the Jews had turned over His Son to the Romans for execution before destroying the Temple and Jerusalem even though they had been judged unworthy of eternal life:

Acts 13:45-46 “But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy, and began contradicting the things spoken by Paul, and were blaspheming. And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it, and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.”

The following verse illustrates God’s patience toward those who will become His children even though their sins are worthy of His immediate wrath:

2Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.

Some commentators have used this verse to support universal salvation but in the context of the book and the entire NT, that cannot be true (it is written to those who have received faith and thus are chosen as God’s people: 2Peter 1:1 Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ). Peter is only stating that God is patiently waiting for salvation to come to maturity through the people to whom He has already given faith.  
We should be praising the Lord for His patience for we certainly deserved His full wrath because of our sins:

Eph 2:4-7 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus, in order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

But He was patient and merciful toward us and now we eagerly wait for His second appearance. 

We are exhorted to exhibit that same characteristic of patience:

Eph 4:2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love,

Col 3:12 And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;

2Tim 4:2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.

Gal 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

So today let us give Him praise and glory and worship for His patience as we pray for God to show mercy and grace as we eagerly wait for His return:
Phil 3:20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;

