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The attributes we have examined so far are: solitary, love, light, spirit, trinity, sovereign, mercy, holiness, and immutability. This week we look at the grace of God.
Rom 11:6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.
From the above we see that grace is not based upon the works of those receiving it. One definition of grace is “unmerited favor” and also: God’s Riches at Christ’s Expense. It was also defined by Abraham Booth in his book The Reign of Grace as “It is the eternal and absolute free favor of God, manifested in the giving of spiritual and eternal blessings to the guilty and the unworthy”. 

Common grace is God’s benefits for all mankind: for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous (Matt 5:45b). Special grace is how God redeems, sanctifies and glorifies His people as He did the apostle Paul: But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me (1Cor 15:10).
This grace of God toward His people was planned before anything existed:

2Tim 1:8-11 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, or of me His prisoner; but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God, who has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity, but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death, and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher.
Eph 1:4-6 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

Salvation for His people was planned before creation and the mystery of it was only totally revealed with the appearance of Jesus Christ. Many were saved before His resurrection as clearly seen in Gen 6:8, Exodus 33:19, etc. but those of OT time had to look forward to the life and work of Jesus we look back: 
John 1:17 For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.
Those chosen by God for the grace of salvation were indeed totally unworthy:
Eph 2:1-2 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.
Eph 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast.
Granting grace to His people was part of what is called the redemption covenant made among the Godhead before creation. Nothing that has happened after creation has surprised God; rather He made plans since before creation to offer grace to those who are totally lacking in any merit toward Him. This grace is totally free: 

Rom 3:23-24 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;
This great plan was perfectly executed by the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ:

Rom 5:15 But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many.

Rom 5:17 For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.

Rom 5:21 that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Grace is granted to people according to the sovereign choice of God: 

Exodus 33:19 And He said, "I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and will proclaim the name of the Lord before you; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show compassion on whom I will show compassion."
Rom 9:16 So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy.
In Rom 9:16 the will of man refers to anything that man might mentally develop regarding his salvation and running refers to anything physical the person might do to attain salvation. So no person can do anything mentally or physically to earn God’s merciful grace. 
The gospel proclaims this special grace as the power of salvation for those who believe: 

Acts 20:24 "But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, in order that I may finish my course, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God.
Rom 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

Those who believe are sealed with the Holy Spirit for eternity:

Eph 1:13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,
So today we praise God for His grace upon those who have believed in Jesus Christ and are now free from God’s wrath and condemnation:

John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."
Rom 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
