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 “Attributes of God: Sovereignty”
Past issues of these letters (~300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles, 24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files) are at http://LivingTheology.com. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
The attributes we have examined so far are: solitary, love, light, spirit, trinity, sovereign, mercy and holiness. Now we will look at an attribute that should give all Christians great comfort: His sovereignty. This attribute is also perhaps the most hated one among worldly people since God does not consult with them regarding any of His actions. For a more complete study I recommend: Still Sovereign, Eds. Thomas R. Schreiner & Bruce A. Ware, Baker Books, 2001. 
Some of the names of God reflect His sovereignty. Previous letters discussing these names are indicated behind the names and can be read on the Living Theology web site:

God most High: El Elyon (LT 1029)

God almighty: El Shaddai (LT 1032)

Sovereign Lord: Adonai (LT 1039)

God is holy, just and compassionate, and He created all that exists and declared the end for His good pleasure: Isaiah 46:10 Declaring the end from the beginning And from ancient times things which have not been done, Saying,' My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure';
God does all that He pleases in all realms and without any input from those He created:

Psalm 115:3 But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.

Psalm 135:6 Whatever the Lord pleases, He does, In heaven and in earth, in the seas and in all deeps.

Dan 4:35 "And all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does according to His will in the host of heaven And among the inhabitants of earth; And no one can ward off His hand Or say to Him, 'What hast Thou done?'
One reason that atheists hate this concept of God is because He does not seek advice. God accomplishes all that He does according to His will and not by any outside counsel: Eph 1:11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,
Perhaps they are also envious of the generosity of God toward His people: Matt 20:15 'Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with what is my own? Or is your eye envious because I am generous?'
Even the angels who sinned were not spared from God’s sovereign wrath: 2Peter 2:4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment;
The conclusion to this verse is: 2Peter 2:9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment,
So God sovereignly exercises His power to punish all who stay in sin—including the angels – and to rescue those who are godly. 

The prayer that many of us often say contains a phrase (bolded) relating to His sovereignty: Matt 6:13 'And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.'

Jesus is quoted as stating the sovereignty of God in several verses (even when He was facing the Cross):

Mark 14:36 And He was saying, "Abba! Father! All things are possible for Thee; remove this cup from Me; yet not what I will, but what Thou wilt."
Mark 10:27 Looking upon them, Jesus said, "With men it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God."

Luke 1:37 "For nothing will be impossible with God."

God is often acknowledged as having made everything and that He needs nothing. He even has determined the appointed times and places of peoples’ walks on the earth:
Acts 17:24-26 "The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; 25neither is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all life and breath and all things; 26and He made from one, every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times, and the boundaries of their habitation,

All that has been promised concerning God and His works will be accomplished:
Matt 5:18 "For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass away from the Law, until all is accomplished.

Luke 24:44 Now He said to them, "These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled."

After His resurrection, Jesus was given all authority from the Father:

Matt 28:18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.
Phil 2:9-11 Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, 11and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
God the Father has given Jesus the power and wisdom of God: 1Cor 1:23-24 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block, and to Gentiles foolishness, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
If you have not already done so, today confess Jesus as your Lord:

Rom 10:9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved;

Rom 10:13 for "Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved."
Then rest in knowing that the Sovereign Lord loves you and will complete His work in you. 
John 6:39 "And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. 
