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 “What shall we be?”
Past issues of these letters (~300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles,  24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files ) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
Last week I shared with you what was a life-changing statement for me: “You cannot be what you can be until you be what you are.” I have had some excellent replies from some of you about that and would like to follow up on it a bit. The ultimate being that we shall attain as God’s children is stated in the first epistle of John: 

1John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.
This verse states the culmination of God’s plan for man who was originally created in the image of God: 

Gen 1:26-27 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

But in the third chapter of Genesis we read how man was not content with his creation and fell for Satan’s trap: Gen 3:5 "For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." Knowing evil only made them to be more like Satan, not God! As a result many things much unlike God came into the human race such as greed, death, and spiritual darkness. But in God’s perfect time the true image of God came to earth in the person of His Son. God even used the cruel instrument of the cross to bring about His purpose of destroying the work of Satan:
1John 3:8 the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil.

Col 2:14 having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.
This was God’s plan from before He created anything for He chose His children before time:

Eph 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love 5He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,

God was not surprised by the choice of Adam and Eve to reject His creation of them in His likeness for we read that God planned to restore sinful man to His image:

Rom 8:29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren;

Even though everyone has the image of sinful man from birth, God’s plan for His children is that they will bear His image: 1Cor 15:49 And just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.
At the moment of our regeneration we start the process of taking off the old sinful nature and putting on the new Christ-nature: 
Col 3:10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him
2Cor 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

The total transformation of Christians into what they will be is, from our perspective, still a future event that all of creation eagerly waits to occur:

Col 3:4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.

Rom 8:19 For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.
What an awesome event that will be! But now we must all work to be what we are to the maximum extent, and God will complete our purification. This wonderful hope that all Christians have should drive us to purify ourselves here and now:
1John 3:3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.
This purification process is termed sanctification and it is what Paul means when he tells the church at Philippi to work out their salvation while recognizing that God is doing that work as we cooperate:

Phil 2:12-13 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.
My mom once told me that she desired for me to want to take out the garbage rather than just doing that task. Note that in Phil 2:13 Paul says that God is at work in us both “to will and to work for His good pleasure”. As we are being transformed our will is being changed so that we want to take out the garbage (our sinful nature) and do God’s righteous works. My will is to produce a letter each week that helps all of us become more in His image. Every week I work and send each letter with the prayer that at least one person reading it will be helped to will and to work for God’s good pleasure. 
The works for Christ that we do now earn us no points toward salvation but Christians do those works because they have been born again, love God, and are recipients of double imputation (all sins paid for by Christ and His righteousness placed into our accounts before God). While we live here we will intermittently display our Father’s likeness, but God promises His children that one day they will be totally conformed to His image. Keep that hope alive every day by being what you are! 
