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 “Impartial Love”
Past issues of these letters (~300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles,  24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files ) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
James 2:1-4 “My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism. 2For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes, 3and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, "You sit here in a good place," and you say to the poor man, "You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool," 4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives?
I am sorry to say that I have seen this favoritism occur many times since I have been attending local church meetings.  Following are a few examples:

One Sunday one of our church members, who is now a deacon, brought into the worship service a man running for the U.S. Senate. The service was interrupted as the politician was introduced and I felt like running out of the room. This episode was certainly a “man with the golden ring” event.  

I saw in another church the new President of the town university and his family introduced and given a pew close to the front. To his credit, he and his family did not return.  Again I was very embarrassed.  

People are sometimes treated rudely by those who consider themselves privileged. 

When I was a teenager I mistakenly sat in another family’s pew. They came down the aisle, stopped and looked at me, and told me that I was sitting in their pew. Embarrassed, I got up and moved.  

In another situation some years ago, I was a greeter in a church and a black family came to the front door while I was standing there. I greeted them and led them down to a seat. When I got back to the front door, a white family came stomping past me and as they were leaving the husband cursed me for letting the blacks come into the church.  

What is happening in those situations where the “man with the golden ring” is shown preferential treatment?  Certainly in such situations the church is looking very much like the world. Does God show favoritism to those who are among the “best accepted people in a particular area”?  Certainly God is not impressed by wealth or position. God is the same forever and ever as we see confirmed on this topic in an Old Testament scripture: Lev 19:15 “You shall do no injustice in judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor nor defer to the great, but you are to judge your neighbor fairly.”
Also note above that we are to judge our neighbor fairly rather than to not judge our neighbor.  Some more Scripture verses also repeat this same warning against showing partiality:

2Chron 19:7 “Now then let the fear of the Lord be upon you; be very careful what you do, for the Lord our God will have no part in unrighteousness, or partiality, or the taking of a bribe.”
Mal 2:9 “So I also have made you despised and abased before all the people, just as you are not keeping My ways, but are showing partiality in the instruction.”
Why does Jesus tell us in one quotation to not judge people and in another quotation to judge people?

Not Judge:

Matt 7:1-2 “Do not judge lest you be judged. 2For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.”
Judge:

John 7:24 "Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment."

Jesus is quoted by Matthew as telling us how not to judge rather than not to judge at all. He is telling us not to judge by our standards, and if we do judge by our standards then those standards will be used by God against us. I would hope that nobody would want a righteous God to judge us according to the worldly judgment that we use.  Jesus is quoted by John as telling us how to judge. We are to judge by righteous judgment and, of course, by “righteous” He means God’s judgment standard. We can judge that someone who has killed someone else is guilty against God.  Of course all judgment by us should begin with ourselves.

The world naturally looks and judges by appearance. It is well known that a tall man has a much better chance of “success” in obtaining influential positions than a shorter man.

1Samuel 16:7 “But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart."”

People also often reject overweight people and any person who looks too different than the “normal”. Children are crueler in their judgment of other children and adults than adults, but the adults, in general, have just learned how to better hide their judgment. It is too bad that we say things like “he is a big man” or “he is a little man”. We should all try to withhold any type of immediate impression of people by their appearance as we try to see their heart. After we get to know someone he may be a little man in a big body or a big man in a little body. What should matter, even to the worldly person, is the heart of each person. Of course only God can totally see a person’s heart, but we can look at works as James is teaching us. If you know someone who preferentially treats the man with the golden ring, then you have seen a part of his true nature. Often the reason someone gives preferential treatment to a person of worldly power is to try to build up his own reputation. The deacon who introduced the man running for office to the church was really saying “look at me, I know this distinguished person and he knows me, so I am important also”. The deacon was partially revealing that he was a person with a spiritual need. I was embarrassed that he was elected a deacon, and I hope that he was not elected because of his friendship with the congressman.  
Our love for others should not be based upon any of the worldly aspects of judgment. Let’s all be very careful how we judge in all aspects of our life and especially in the household of God.  
