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 “The Christian Yoke”
Past issues of these letters (~300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles,  24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files ) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
This topic was inspired by a “Classic Peanuts” strip by Charles Schulz that was published in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution October 2, 2011. In this strip Linus explained the yoke to Charlie Brown with five Bible references. Linus stated he was doing a special school report, which is very interesting in itself! I was intrigued and decided to elaborate a bit on it. 
A yoke is a leather or wooden device that fits around the neck and sticks out over the shoulders with places to attach ropes that can then be used to cause an animal wearing the yoke to go in the direction dictated by the person holding the ropes. It is often used in the Bible to refer to a symbolic control of a person or a society rather than a physical yoke:

Gen 27:40 "And by your sword you shall live, And your brother you shall serve; But it shall come about when you become restless, That you shall break his yoke from your neck."

Lev 26:13 'I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt so that you should not be their slaves, and I broke the bars of your yoke and made you walk erect.

Deut 28:48 therefore you shall serve your enemies whom the Lord shall send against you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and in the lack of all things; and He will put an iron yoke on your neck until He has destroyed you.
Isaiah 47:6 "I was angry with My people, I profaned My heritage, And gave them into your hand. You did not show mercy to them, On the aged you made your yoke very heavy.
Sometimes a prophet would physically do something or wear something to illustrate a point. The prophet Jeremiah wore a physical yoke to make a point and another prophet broke it and then prophesied about a symbolic yoke to come:

Jer 28:10 Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke from the neck of Jeremiah the prophet and broke it. 11And Hananiah spoke in the presence of all the people, saying, "Thus says the Lord, 'Even so will I break within two full years, the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the neck of all the nations.'" Then the prophet Jeremiah went his way.

Solomon and Rehoboam placed a hard symbolic yoke on Israel:

1Kings 12:4 "Your father made our yoke hard; now therefore lighten the hard service of your father and his heavy yoke which he put on us, and we will serve you."

1Kings 12:9 So he said to them, "What counsel do you give that we may answer this people who have spoken to me, saying, 'Lighten the yoke which your father put on us'?"
The Bible writes of a yoke of sin:

Lam 1:14 "The yoke of my transgressions is bound; By His hand they are knit together; They have come upon my neck; He has made my strength fail; The Lord has given me into the hands Of those against whom I am not able to stand.

Jesus then spoke of His yoke as being easy:

Matt 11:29-30 "Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls. 30"For My yoke is easy, and My load is light."
The comic strip ended with Charlie Brown saying: “What about the “yoke of inferiority” you’ve given me?! Christians always have a lot to learn and a feeling of inferiority can be good if it leads to working hard to better understand God and His ways. 
Paul clearly wrote that salvation does not depend upon anything we think or do: So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy. (Rom 9:16). In the early church and today people try to put Christians under some works-based yoke. There are people today who try to put Christians under the yoke of tithing, Sabbath keeping, beliefs about creation or the end times, and other physical or mental works. But Christians are saved by grace and not through any works. Works do not gain salvation but are evidence of salvation. 
Acts 15:5-11 But certain ones of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed, stood up, saying, "It is necessary to circumcise them, and to direct them to observe the Law of Moses." 6And the apostles and the elders came together to look into this matter. 7And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, "Brethren, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8"And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us; 9and He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith. 10"Now therefore why do you put God to the test by placing upon the neck of the disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? 11"But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are."
There are many yokes regarding the sinful temptations of life. There is the yoke of covetness, the yoke of power, the yoke of jealousy, the yoke of prestige, the yoke of various temptations, etc. Two weeks ago I wrote on the topic of Christian discipleship and that involves wearing the yoke of Jesus. Each Christian is to humbly wear that yoke and be totally yielded to the control of our Lord Jesus Christ. Generally people do not like being yoked to another person for they want to maintain their individuality and “do their own thing”. But a Christian must wear the yoke of Jesus and be ready at all times to respond to His control. A Christian is a disciple of Jesus Christ and willingly wears His yoke. 
We must be vigilant and diligent in our submission to Jesus for His yoke is easy and His load is light. Don’t put on the yokes of worldly temptations and don’t let anyone burden you with a yoke of any works-based salvation. 

