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 “The Christian’s Battle III”
Past issues of these letters (~300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles,  24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files ) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
James gives us some guidelines for resisting the attacks of Satan and his minions or demons:

James 4:7-10 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning, and your joy to gloom. 10Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.”

James writes that we should:
1. Submit to God
Matt 10:39 “He who has found his life shall lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake shall find it.”

Luke 14:27 “Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.”

Luke 14:33 “So therefore, no one of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.” There is no power in man that can withstand Satan. Only a person totally submitted to God has His protection against the spiritual forces of evil. 
2. Resist the devil (to stand against or to oppose)
Read again Eph 6:11- 18 from last week’s letter. As seen there, this spiritual armor allows a Christian to stand firm before Satan but not to successfully win the spiritual battle. The Christian must have the wisdom to recognize evil and to resist it even when it attacks the weakest spiritual areas of a Christian’s life. 
3. Draw near to God 
Heb 4:16 “Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need.”

Heb 10:19-22 “Since therefore, brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.”
God alone is omnipotent, omnipresent, and omniscient, and Satan is no match for Him. The only hope for a Christian is to be in the shadow of God. As the writer of the book of Hebrews clearly states, a Christian can draw near to God and He will provide the grace to help in spiritual wars. Only a person with a heart cleansed by the work of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit can draw near to God. 
4. Cleanse our hands
This phrase has a Jewish origin as depicted in Exodus 30:18-21. The meaning is that the priests have to cleanse their hands before entering the presence of the Lord.  How about an application to us?  Christians are cleansed by the blood of Jesus and He is our High Priest.  But we still have minute-by-minute sins by thought, word, and deed and we must repent to cleanse our minds and souls before coming to the Lord in prayer.  
1John 1:8-9 “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

Christians who have un-repented sins in their lives must be cleansed when coming to the Lord as stated clearly regarding the Lord’s Supper:

1Cor 11:2-30 “Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. 28But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly. 30For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep.”
5. Purify our hearts
Since James writes: “purify your hearts you double minded”.  He is writing to non-Christians for one cannot be a friend of the world and of God (double minded): James 4:4 “You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.” James writes that we are to purify our hearts and there is no cleansing of the heart without being born-again when we experience the wonderful double imputation of having our sins put into the account of Jesus and the righteous of Jesus put into our account.  Jesus clearly stated that an unrepentant heart is the source of the evil in the world: Matt 15:18-19 “But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man. 19"For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.”
6. Be miserable 

Being miserable does not refer to people in dire physical circumstances.  This command refers to one who can understand how miserable and helpless he is before the almighty, holy God and to deeply regret his sin. 
7. Mourn and weep

Matt 5:4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”

As the realization of man’s horrid sinful state of being before God begins to sink into our consciousness, we can only mourn and weep before the wrath of God. But then we understand the great plan of redemption from God as we are born again and comforted by the One who is the great Comforter.

8. Turn our laughter into mourning
The laughter and glee experienced in worldly actions before understanding our sinfulness and God’s absolute holiness are quickly quenched, and we mourn as discussed above.

9. Turn our joy into gloom

All the joy experienced in the world was just temporary and of no lasting value. Real joy only comes from a heart that has been regenerated and rests in the comfort of the Lord. 
10. Humble ourselves in the presence of the Lord.
The more we understand the holiness of God and the sinfulness of ourselves the more humble and grateful we become for what God has done for us. After all of the above, a Christian is now prepared for the final act that God will perform to free him from Satan’s worldly attacks. 
God will then draw near to us and cause Satan to flee as He exalts us. The spiritual armor of Eph 6:11-18 allows us to stand firm before Satan, and the wisdom offered by James puts us in a position where God will exalt us and cause Satan to flee. 
