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 “A General Letter”
Past issues of these letters (~300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles,  24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files ) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
For the first time in six years of sending these letters I missed two Sunday editions. Permit me this week to send a rather “light” letter. We just returned from a trip to Alaska and it was great to see a part of God’s world that we had not seen before. We did meet a few Christians on the trip and handed out some of my cards for Living Theology that perhaps God will use for His glory. The first week was a cruise from Vancouver, Canada to Seward, Alaska and then we had a land venture up to Fairbanks. There are over 100,000 glaciers in Alaska and we saw several of them up close and many from the air on the flight home. Many of you prayed for our safe travel and we thank you for God did protect us. Some of you know that I have spine problems and my lumbar was bothering me a lot before the trip. However I managed the trip very well, praise the Lord. Alaska is truly a beautiful land even after the Fall. 
I do believe that both general revelation (the information God has given us about Himself by virtue of the vastness of the universe and the wonder of the subatomic level of creation) and specific revelation (the Bible) are both from the same Author and therefore if both are interpreted properly there can be no conflict between the two revelations. Thus I am certain that there should be no conflict between Christianity and science when both are understood properly. However interpretations can be in error so Christians must know how to properly study both revelations. We also need to remember that the Fall affected all of creation and it was only before the Fall that God declared all creation to be good (Gen 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31). So we must be careful when we read Scripture such as the following: 

1Tim 4:4-5 For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected, if it is received with gratitude; 5for it is sanctified by means of the word of God and prayer.
All that exists today has been tainted by the Fall, and such is not good from God’s perspective. He will renew everything one day (Rev 21:1; 2 Peter 3:13) but until now all creation is affected (Rom 8:22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.) An example of a misunderstanding of 1 Tim 4:4 is the claim by homosexuals that they were created by God, all created by God is good and they are acting according to their creation. This false logic reminds me of “John is a giant, John is a man and therefore all men are giants.” But God made people male and female and instituted marriage only between man and woman. 

Gen 1:27 And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

Gen 2:24 For this cause a man shall leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.

Matt 19:4-6 And He answered and said, "Have you not read, that He who created them from the beginning made them male and female, 5and said,' For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh'? 6"Consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate."
Marriage was created by God and is sanctified by His Word. The Law was necessary because of the effects of sin and so it is not lawful to practice anything resulting from the Fall such as idolatry, murder, coveting, stealing, homosexuality, fornication, etc. We should appreciate and be thankful to God for His creation in its original form and not claim perversities as also created and declared good by God. 
Let me make one further comment regarding my ministry. If you want to read a lot of conjectures about end times or creation, you will have to look elsewhere. I am concerned that God's children spend time on matters that do not develop a mature spiritual nature and I long for them to seek a life devoted to a better understanding of God and His plan for us here and now. I am sure that Satan loves for God’s children to become enraptured with fruitless studies of end times or creation so that they will not be more involved in sanctification. My concern about people becoming too involved with trying to understand the details of creation and/or the details of the end times is that such an involvement keeps us from the necessary and required self examination and study needed to grow toward holiness. God commands each of His children to be holy: because it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy." (1 Peter 1:16). 
I pray that my writings help The Family of God be better children by knowing more about Him and His love for us. It is my love for God and the Family that drives me in this work. My web site does contain an article I wrote on Creation and the commentary I wrote on Revelation while teaching a Sunday School class on that book. I pray that those writings will be a help in understanding some about the beginning and the end. 

