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 “Apologetics: Tribulations for Believers II”
Past issues of these letters (~300+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles,  24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files ) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
This letter continues the topic of tribulations for believers. There can be several reasons for our tribulations and we should examine these challenges in an attempt to determine just exactly what God is doing in our life. However we should all remember that God is the Creator and we are the creation. God does not have to explain Himself to us and He may not reveal His purpose until we are with Him forever. Always remember Deut 29:29! However there are some reasons for our suffering that can be examined.
1. Soul-Building Suffering.  Certainly this type of suffering is that to which Paul is referring in Rom 5: 3-5.  God is shaping us for entrance into heaven! Please refer to the letter of July 10. 

2. Natural Law Suffering. Suffering from this cause comes upon all people because of gravity and other natural laws that are not miraculously suspended for the child of God. Again, please refer to the letter of July 10. 

3. Corrective Suffering.  Heb 12:1-11 teaches Christians about discipline from God for all His children. This type of suffering brings us back to the straight path of following God when we stray away. When we find ourselves in a tribulation event, we should first ask God to search our heart and let us clearly see if we have strayed away from Him and whether the tribulation is meant as discipline for us. 

4. Suffering for the Glory of God.  A person’s suffering may be showing that God has a special purpose for that person in His revelation to the world. John 9:1-3 tells of a man who had suffered blindness all the days of his life so that one day he could be used by God to glorify Jesus Christ. This attitude is impossible for a non-Christian to understand. Only by a correct perspective of the ratio of the time we spend here compared to eternity can we begin to get an understanding of the relative unimportance of our “happiness” here and the importance of the glory of God being demonstrated here. Our only eternal importance here is to glorify God. 

5. Suffering as Part of the Cosmic Spiritual Warfare.  We see this event in the events of Job’s life and we see the reason for Job’s suffering in the beginning of the story as we are told of the conflict between God and Satan. Job’s suffering was physical, financial, family, emotional, and spiritual. For every tribulation that affects Christians there are non-Christians suffering the same ordeal. The difference between people in these circumstances is that the Christian has a higher purpose in his suffering while the non-Christian can rely on his own resources with only a sense of temporary relief or loss and misery. Christians are very aware of spiritual warfare and know that in every war there may be collateral damage, but not without God’s purpose regarding His children (Rom 8:28), although we may never know God’s purpose for our part in this suffering. Note that Job was only released when he admitted that God was sovereign and he was only the creation, not the Creator (Job 42: 1-6). 

At the end of the letter last week I asked if you knew the special category of tribulation that is reserved only for children of God. Read chapter 11 of Hebrews to read of some Christians who paid the ultimate price on earth for being His disciples. This tribulation comes about because we are Christians living in a fallen world and it is promised to Christians by Jesus: John 16:33 "These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world."Matt 24:9 "Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations on account of My name. 
Jesus is quoted in Luke 14:25-33 on the topic of being one of His disciples. Look specifically at the following:
Luke 14:27 "Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.

Luke 14:33 "So therefore, no one of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.
These two requirements are interwoven. “Carry the cross” refers to dying to our worldly attachments, and giving up all possessions means not having any of the worldly things controlling our lives. The New Testament offering is 100%, not 10% (Rom 12:1). Jesus also is quoted telling people to take up their cross if they want to follow Him in Matthew 10:38; 16:24, and Mark 8:34. I hear preachers talking about someone’s arthritis being his cross to bear and that is a horrible interpretation. In the time of Jesus, someone carrying a cross meant that they were going to their physical death. To follow the command of Jesus, one must deliberately die to his sin nature, which is a life-long process that we call progressive sanctification. 

Luke wrote of the special tribulations of being a disciple of Jesus Christ: Acts 14:22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, "Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God." Paul also wrote of such tribulations:

Rom 8:35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

Rom 12:12 rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,

1Thess 1:6 You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit,
2Thess 1:5 This is a plain indication of God's righteous judgment so that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering.

2Tim 1:8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, or of me His prisoner; but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God,
Most of the tribulations mentioned in the New Testament refer specifically to the cost of being a disciple of Jesus Christ and not to the physical, emotional, financial pains that come to everyone in the world. We hear some people say: “Come to Jesus, and all your problems will be solved.” But the truth is that a person’s life becomes much more complicated and with more problems after becoming a Christian. The soul-building purpose and the corrective suffering mentioned above and in another letter are specifically for the Christian. For all causes of suffering the Christian life always has purpose that is missing for the non-Christian. So we praise the Lord for the tribulations in our lives due to our being a disciple of Jesus Christ for they are confirmations that we are truly Christians. 
