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 “Apologetics: Tribulations for Believers I”
Past issues of these letters (570+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 45 articles,  24 commentaries, and 40+ audio files ) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for content of the site, which does not represent any particular denomination. 
Apologetics is generally used in conversations with non-Christians, but Christians also need to understand the defenses for their unpleasant situations in life. In this letter I want to consider some areas specifically for believers. I do refer you to the previous letters for some of those discussions apply also to Christians. The letter last week discussed the Free Will, Natural Law, and Soul-Making Theodicies and believers are affected by those considerations. Actually the Soul-Making Theodicy is explicitly involved in this letter. I do hope that the readers of these letters on apologetics will periodically review the previous letters on the topic. Today we will specifically study the following writing of Paul regarding tribulations:

Rom 5:3-5 “And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 4and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; 5and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”

“Not only this” refers to the justification, peace, glory, grace, and peace stated in verses 1-2. Those concepts are wonderful and they give us peace with God and the peace of God. The peace with God is due to all our sins being imputed to Jesus Christ so that He took the wrath of God due us and to the righteousness of Jesus Christ imputed to our account before God. The peace of God is the peace that we experience on earth because we are His adopted children. But is our peace of God situation-dependent? In the above Paul says “no” since the love of God is with us during all aspects of life here on earth through the indwelling Holy Spirit. Christians suffer just like non-Christians but the difference is how the suffering affects our reactions. For every tribulation suffered by non-Christians, Christians also suffer. Because Christians have the peace of God, we can exult in our tribulations. Anyone can rejoice during good times.  It does not take any God-given character to be happy when all is going well. But what is our reaction when things are not so good? Our true character emerges when tribulations come into our lives. 
There are essentially two worldly reactions that deal with tribulations. One is Epicureanism that was developed by Epicurus (342-270 BC) who taught that life consists of some mixture of good and bad experiences. He taught that the only way to deal with such a life is by purposely indulging in as much pleasure as possible to offset the bad experiences. Such an outlook is also called “qualified hedonism” and is very popular today. The second is Stoicism that was developed by some Greek philosophers named Stoics. It is the “grin and bear it” or the “whatever will be, will be” philosophy that tries to exemplify an indifference to pleasure or pain. Followers of this approach attempt to wear the same mask regardless of the situation. Of course this is not a persona that anyone can successfully portray all of their lives. 
To the Christian however, there is meaning in all aspects of life as Paul very clearly states above. The key to this meaning is the succession of events Paul delineates. Christians should know that tribulation brings about perseverance. Since I know that God has given me faith to believe in Him, and since I know that Jesus forever sits at the right hand of the Father to plead my cause, I have total confidence in the faithfulness of God. I know that God is sovereign over all events in my life. I have knowledge of the character of God so I can trust Him and view any situation in my life in terms of my relationship to Him. This is the source of true peace. 
Tribulation often takes a non-Christian into depression as he/she has no trust in anything outside of this world and therefore has no secure source of comfort. However to Christians, tribulations bring him/her closer to God as they teach more about our total dependence upon Him and His willingness and ability to act on our behalf. The surety of our dependence upon God teaches us to persevere, trust Him and push toward an attitude of needing God in increasing measure and therefore to persevere (stay the course – a sailing term).  

This perseverance brings us closer to God and therefore seeking more and more of His character becomes an integral part of our life. This character is proof to others that indeed God is real as they wonder how we could have a positive attitude during such tribulation. Further development of God-like character is proof both to others and to us. Of course this process leads directly to more hope so that it becomes stronger and more secure. This true hope will never be disappointed because it is based upon the teachings and power of God through the Holy Spirit. In a Christian’s life there should never be a “why me?” attitude of despair because we know that God is sovereign in all events. The question should be “Father, what is your purpose in this event?” Each tribulation or trial should bring about an attitude of exultation and praise for we know that God is working in our lives to bring us closer to Him. 
The Christian believes that because God is directly involved in the lives of His children there can be meaning for every tribulation. There can be several reasons for our tribulations and we should examine these challenges as we attempt to determine exactly what God is doing in our life. However we may never know God’s purposes until we are in heaven (Deut 29:29). Next week we will look at some of these circumstances and we will discuss a type of tribulation that comes into the life of the Christian that is not part of the life of the non-Christian. Can you identify this extra tribulation? Jesus promised it for all of His followers. 
