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 “The Church 14: Falling from Grace”
Past issues of these letters (230+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 19 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Is it possible for those who have been born-again, justified, and been the recipients of double imputation to lose their salvation? Some theological positions are that since man is ultimately responsible for choosing salvation, he is also responsible for maintaining his position before God. Such theology maintains that man has to continue using his free will to live pleasing to God. Then the “Christian” who finds such a life too burdensome or changes his convictions can fall from grace and lose his salvation. Although the following are used as Scriptural justification for this position, each is actually about people who were never born again: Heb 6:4-6; 10:26, 27. One of the verses used to support the position that people can lose their salvation can be especially misleading: Gal 5:4 You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.
At first reading – and in isolation – it does seem to state that the person has been disconnected from Christ (severed) and then Paul correlates that with the person having “fallen from grace”. But remember a prime rule in interpretation: context. So let’s look at the surrounding verses:

Gal 5:1-10 It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. 2Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you. 3And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law. 4You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. 5For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness. 6For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love. 7You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth? 8This persuasion did not come from Him who calls you. 9A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough. 10I have confidence in you in the Lord, that you will adopt no other view; but the one who is disturbing you shall bear his judgment, whoever he is. 

The background is that someone at Galatia was teaching new Christians they had to be circumcised in addition to trusting in Jesus Christ for their salvation. In v. 1 Paul is quoted as stating that Christ set people free from having to obey any rule to be saved from the wrath of God. The regulations of Judaism were actually a yoke of slavery rather than a way to salvation. In v. 2 Paul states that if they receive circumcision as a requirement for salvation then the work of Jesus Christ will be of no benefit to them. Whenever one adds anything to the work of Jesus Christ that is needed for justification they have put themselves away from the work of Christ and under the Law and that means under all of the Law: Gal 3:10 “For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things written in the book of the law, to perform them."” There are only two ways to salvation. One is to perfectly obey all of the law, but that is impossible. The second way is that a person can have his sins paid for by Jesus Christ and His righteousness is entered into that person’s account before God (2 Cor 5:21). The second way is the only way and if anyone states that the works of Jesus are not totally sufficient then that is stating that the works of Jesus Christ were insufficient and that is blasphemy.  
Any works can be substituted for the word “circumcision” above and if anyone depends upon their own works to earn any righteousness before God then they have stepped away from Christ (severed from Christ). There are many examples of works that someone might use to try to gain righteousness before God. A person may think that a certain frequency of devotions is required and that can become works being added to justification.  Baptism may be regarded as an act required for justification and then it becomes part of a works-based religion.  Someone may think that a certain amount of money must be given to the local church to be justified and then such giving becomes works to secure justification. Whenever anyone adds any kind of personal works to justification then he is claiming that the work of Jesus Christ was not sufficient for salvation.

As former slaves to sin we all must be involved in the renewing of our conscience so that we will be completely free of sin’s hold on us (sanctification). Christians still have human-based tendencies that want to take some credit for salvation. So Christians are susceptible to false teachers wanting to attract others to them and to add something based upon works to grace. Paul’s words here are very firm and bold. He says that if anyone is seeking any way other than totally relying on the work of Jesus Christ for justification they have fallen from grace.  Paul is not saying that they have lost their salvation.  He is saying that they may never have received salvation if anything has to be added to justification based upon the Cross. Seeking to add something to Christ’s work is turning away from the free grace offered by God. 
Salvation is totally of the Lord and God is sovereign, omniscient, and omnipotent so He will keep His children within the fold.  Christians persevere because God preserves them so it may be better to refer to this concept as “preservation of the saints” rather than “perseverance of the saints” since the latter implies that work is required to maintain salvation. In Rom 8:1, Paul told us that we are free from the condemnation of God forever. John and Paul told us that Christians have eternal life and are forever free from the wrath of God (John 3:36; Rom 5:9). Here are some supporting Biblical evidences for the perseverance of the saints: 

Perseverance is God’s responsibility: Jude 1:1; Ezekiel 11:19-20; Deut 30:6.
Perseverance is not dependent upon the elect: 1 Peter 1:3-5; 1 Thess 5:24; Phil 1:6.
Salvation cannot be lost because God would not change His mind: 1 Thess 5:23; John 6:39; Rom 8:37-39
What a slippery slope it is to be tempted to believe that anything must be added to the works of Jesus Christ for justification!  If one’s mindset is such that he is convinced that the works of Jesus are not enough for justification then access to His grace has been lost (fallen from grace).  The Cross is necessary and sufficient for salvation. 

