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 “The Church 9: Sins of Christians against Christians”
Past issues of these letters (230+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 19 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Gal 5:24-26 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit. 26Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.
We who have been joined to Christ are in the three-fold nature of removing the sinful desires of our flesh:  we crucified them in the past, we are still crucifying them, and we will continue to crucify them as long as we live in this flesh.  Crucifixion is a bloody process that results in suffering and shame.  It also always results in death but it is a gradual path. The shame and suffering comes as more and more of our sinful nature is revealed. Even though we recognize the evil of our sinful nature, there is pain as we crucify it. Our mindset has to be continually set on the fact that one day all of our sinfulness will die, and as we become more sanctified we become aware of how much we want all of it to go away forever. Jesus told us to take up our cross daily because we must always be involved in this process of eliminating sinful desires and passions from our being: Luke 9:23 “And He was saying to them all, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”
If we state that we are alive by virtue of the actions of the Holy Spirit then we have to also walk according to the directions of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is our drill master in life.  It must be emphasized that we are not consciously making ourselves do the work directed by the Holy Spirit as a means of self-justification. Christians have been justified by a sovereign unilateral act of God resulting in double imputation (our sins imputed to Jesus who suffered the wrath of God and His righteousness is imputed into our accounts before God). Before justification we were perfectly happy to live according to our sinful nature. 
Now we are involved in the process of sanctification that is led by Him in all areas of our life. The real pain of crucifying our sins began after justification.  Before our justification we did not have the Holy Spirit leading us into mortifying processes of ridding ourselves of our sin nature. Now we have Satan as our personal enemy and the Holy Spirit as our loving Director of the reformation process as we are changed from a person of sin into a person of righteousness. We have a goal before us to be in the presence of the Holy God and all of His children forever. 
The three attitudes of verse 26 are the three sins that Christians often exhibit against one another when wandering into a walk according to the flesh. These were personal interactions among members of the church at Galatia that were affecting the unity and fellowship of that congregation. Christians should be especially careful to put down such awful actions and attitudes against fellow Christians. We might feel envious of someone who has a gift of the Spirit that we covet, and that would be very wrong. Paul lists some deeds of the flesh in the following verses and envy is one of those deeds. Note that he says that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

Gal 5:19-21 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
Envy is one of the former sins of the flesh that can be put aside by studying the Word of God: 1Peter 2:1-2 Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander,2like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,
We might become boastful of how well we teach or preach or give or whatever gift we exercise for God and boasting is wrong.  The Greek word actually means to boast about something not worthy of boasting and is similar to the empty conceit warned about in: Phil 2:3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself; We certainly cannot boast about anything we have done to achieve salvation: Eph 2:9 not as a result of works, that no one should boast. If we boast about anything that we do then we are boasting about ourselves. We can only boast of God: 

Gal 6:14 But may it never be that I should boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.
Jer 9:24 but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the Lord who exercises lovingkindness, justice, and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things, "declares the Lord.

The third sin mentioned in Gal 5:26 is challenging one another. We may challenge another Christian when we think that he or she should submit to our leadership.  The temptation of committing this sin is especially prevalent in Christian organizations that have leadership positions such as ruling elders. The word “challenge” is defined as a call to engage in a contest or fight, a calling into question, to take exception to; to dispute. The Greek word translated “challenge” is used only here in the NT and it refers to mutual challenges to combat or athletic competition. It can be used in other areas of life such as in Philo’s story of Demosthenes who, when challenged to a vocal match to see who could use the most slang words, declined because, as he said, the winner would come off worse than the loser! This does not mean that Christians should not judge what is being preached or taught by the Word of God for only the Bible is without error. The Christians at Berea are excellent examples of people who examine the Scriptures to see if the speaker’s words are true: Acts 17:10-11 And the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea; and when they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily, to see whether these things were so.
But to challenge a teaching that one deems scripturally incorrect means to do so with an attitude of condemnation. Wrong teachings must be lovingly addressed rather than in a challenging mood. 
All three of these deeds are easily aroused within us by our flesh and we must be constantly alert to put them off.  So we see that freedom from the Law does not mean that we are without any controls on our behavior.  We must constantly submit to God and not grieve the Holy Spirit (Eph 4:30). 
