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 “Commands from Hebrews 2”
Past issues of these letters (230+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 19 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Heb 4:14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.

Our great High Priest is Jesus the Son of God. The Jewish high priest was allowed into the Holy of Holies only once a year on the Day of Atonement or Yom Kippur. He had to purify himself to go there to offer a sacrifice for the people (Lev 16) and he had to go through three areas in the Temple. He had to go through the door into the outer court, then though another door into the Holy Place, and finally through the veil into the Holy of Holies. The Jews thought of three heavens: the air we breathe and in which the birds fly, the space in which we see the stars, and the dwelling place of God. Jesus came from heaven to earth and so He passed through the heavens is a way of saying that indeed He is God. Jesus also went through three areas as He reversed the process of His entrance into the world to take on a physical body to enter the heavenly holy throne room of God to offer His perfect sacrifice. The Jewish high priest had to go through the process every year in a non-ending process of sacrifice offerings for the sins of the people. But Jesus made the one and final offering of His life as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of His people. 
The appeal to the Jews in Heb 4:14 is that if they have confessed that Jesus is their High Priest then they should demonstrate this by permanently holding fast to their confession. Since AD 70 there has been no Temple and therefore no place for the Jews to offer their sacrifice although they still celebrate Yom Kippur as the holiest of holy days but with no high priests and no sacrifices. This is an empty day for them but Christians collectively celebrate the sacrifice of Jesus for our sins every Sunday, and we should do so every day individually. At the crucifixion of Jesus the veil going into the Holy of Holies was torn open from the top to the bottom (Matt 27:51) as God showed that access to Him was now open to everyone who is in Christ. The term “in Christ” is used in the New Testament to mean that a person is saved from the wrath of God and has no condemnation from God: Rom 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. Only those who have been given faith will be able to hold fast their confession that Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior. The reason we can hold fast to our confession of Him as Lord and Savior is because He is the High Priest who sits at the right hand of God interceding for us. Since none of our works have earned us this salvation we need not fear that anything we do will cancel that salvation, so we hold fast forever. 
Heb 10:23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;

The Greek word translated “hope” is “elpis” and not “pistis”, which is faith. Faith is the enabling power of God that allows us to have the blessed hope that we are now in Christ and that after our death there will be no judgment for our sins but an everlasting time of rejoicing with God in heaven. Our hope is the certain and sure expectation for the fulfillment of all God’s promises. The person who has been given this faith will hold fast that hope without wavering. Continuing in faith with hope is a mark of true conversion and evidence that we are saved from the wrath of God (John 3:36). Many people have publically professed a faith in Christ and been baptized but their lives do not evidence true faith. Holding onto our hope is what some people call perseverance of the saints in that the only way we can really know that a person is a Christian is if he perseveres throughout his life (James 1:12). 
In the parable of the sower (Luke 8:5-15) Jesus related four different kinds of response to the word of God (Luke 8:11 defines the seed as the Word of God) and only the fourth type is saved: 1.) Some people have no response to the gospel and show no belief so Satan takes it away from them; 2.) Some respond joyfully to the good news but their “belief” only lasts until they fall to temptations; 3.) Some seem to believe but turn away after facing challenges with worries, riches, and pleasures of life; 4.) Some receive the Word in an honest and good heart and hold it fast, bearing fruit with perseverance. The second and third types of response were also identified by Jesus during the first Passover of His ministry: John 2:23-25 Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name, beholding His signs which He was doing. 24But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew all men, 25and because He did not need anyone to bear witness concerning man for He Himself knew what was in man. 
People can seem to make a positive response to the message of Jesus but He can see their hearts immediately and know if they have received from God faith to really believe. A terrifying passage in Scripture is Matt 7:21-23 in which Jesus tells of people who did great things in His name but He says that He never knew them. Religious leaders in the time of Jesus also seemed to have believed but they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God (Luke 12:42-43). One group of people were impressed with the works of Jesus and wanted to make Him king but Jesus knew their hearts and that they only wanted an external king, so He withdrew from them (John 6:14-15). Not long after I was born again a minister in the church we attended left his wife and child to have an affair with a younger woman. We often have to wait to know if professing Christians persevere through temptations and life forces pulling against their professed belief. 
A true believer will face problems from the world, the devil and their own individual sin nature but they will hold fast the confession of their hope without wavering. The reason that they will hold fast is stated in the last part of Heb 10:23: for He who promised is faithful. True Christians persevere because God preserves them with total faithfulness. 

John 10:28 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28and I give eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand.
I know that many of you reading this letter have experienced severe life challenges and temptations but the fact that you hold onto your confession confirms to you and demonstrates to others that indeed you are a child of God. Praise God for His faithfulness! Glory to God alone! 
