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 “Names of God: El Olam”
This is my fifth year of writing these weekly letters and past issues of these letters  may be read at my web site: http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 19 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com/Pubs.htm  and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
El Olam (Strong’s reference number 5769) is interpreted as God everlasting (Gen 21:33; Ps 90:1-3, 93:2; Isa 26:4; Jer 10:10). It can also be interpreted as The Eternal God. Olam means universe, world, everlasting time, or space and perhaps all of those. The Jews used the word “olam” to specify an unknown or unspecified time and it generally came to mean “everlasting”, which is how the word is translated in most Bibles. When used of God the word usually conveys the concept of immutability, which is great comfort to us. 
This name first appears in Gen 21:33 where Abraham actually says “Jehovah El Olam” or “The Lord, the Eternal God”. A review of what had happened in Abraham’s life that caused him to first use this name of God will give us insight into its meaning. After the birth of Isaac and before Abraham’s great test concerning the sacrifice of his son, Abraham and Abimelech had concluded their treaty at Beersheba. Abimelech returned to his land and Abraham stayed in the land of the Philistines for some time. This seemed to be a time of rest for Abraham after the fulfillment of God’s promise concerning a son and the covenant with Abimelech. He had experienced God’s faithfulness and had now known the eternal, everlasting nature of God. Thus he used the name Jehovah El Olam acknowledging that God had guided and rewarded him throughout his life. Little did he know that a huge trial was awaiting him! Abraham’s name describing God was to be evident for the rest of his life. 
People are often anxious about events in their lives because they have not experienced this eternal unchanging characteristic of God enough to have confidence in Scriptures such as Rom 8:28: “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” This is a life verse for many people because we know that El Olam will cause all things in my life to work for good even if I never see the good. Because of this aspect of the character of God, Jesus commanded to not be anxious:

Matt 6:25 "For this reason I say to you, do not be anxious for your life, as to what you shall eat, or what you shall drink; nor for your body, as to what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, and the body than clothing?

Matt 6:31 "Do not be anxious then, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'With what shall we clothe ourselves?'

Matt 6:34 "Therefore do not be anxious for tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

Isaiah 26:4 "Trust in the Lord forever, For in God the Lord, we have an everlasting Rock.

It took Peter some time to learn about trusting Jesus but he did understand that we must not be anxious because the eternal God cares for us and He is able to care for us: 

1Peter 5:6-7 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, 7casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.
This name of God teaches us that God has no beginning and no end: Rev 1:8 "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty." Also His kingdom is forever: Psalm 145:13 Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, And Thy dominion endures throughout all generations.
God created everything including time and He is not limited by what He created: 

Psalm 90:2 Before the mountains were born, Or Thou didst give birth to the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God.
Psalm 90:4 For a thousand years in Thy sight Are like yesterday when it passes by, Or as a watch in the night.
2 Peter 3:8 With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.
This name also conveys to us that God is immutable (unchangeable):

Heb 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes and forever.

Psalm 135:13 Thy name, O Lord, is everlasting, Thy remembrance, O Lord, throughout all generations.

Since He never changes, His counsel also never changes. Our plans constantly change for they are imperfect and new information can change our direction. But God never receives any new information and He is sovereign so His counsel is perfect for all time:
Psalm 33:11 The counsel of the Lord stands forever, The plans of His heart from generation to generation.
Proverbs 19:21 Many are the plans in a man's heart, But the counsel of the Lord, it will stand.

We often tire of our efforts and we are not always faithful to God. He cannot become tired in any of His efforts and He is always faithful to His children through His omnipotence and omniscience:

Isaiah 40:28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth Does not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable. 
Psalm 100:5 For the Lord is good; His lovingkindness is everlasting, And His faithfulness to all generations.

God’s gifts are also consistent with His character and to be trusted:

James 1:17 Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow.

Jehovah El Olam is where we dwell in absolute trust:

Deut 33:27a "The eternal God is a dwelling place, And underneath are the everlasting arms; 

Many situations that we face may seem difficult and hopeless but we can take refuge in Him knowing that He is sovereign and eternal in all of His characteristics. Rest in Him!
