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 “Names of God: Jehovah Sabaoth”
This is my fifth year of writing these weekly letters and past issues of these letters  may be read at my web site: http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 19 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com/Pubs.htm  and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
This name is translated “The Lord of Hosts” and it emphasizes the Lord as sovereign over all of the powers in heaven and on earth. This is a good name to follow Jehovah Nissi from last week. It is mentioned 274 times in the Bible, 53 times in the book of Isaiah and 71 times in Jeremiah. 
Jehovah Sabaoth is the “military” name of God, since “hosts” comes from a Hebrew word which means “to wage war” or “armies”. The Lord is the Commander-in-Chief of everything and everyone, which includes 
1.) the stars: “Lift up your eyes on high And see who has created these stars, The One who leads forth their host by number, He calls them all by name; Because of the greatness of His might and the strength of His power Not one of them is missing.” (Isaiah 40:26)
Thus the heavens and the earth were completed, and all their hosts. (Gen 2:1)
2.) the angels: “Bless the Lord, you His angels, Mighty in strength, who perform His word, Obeying the voice of His word! 21Bless the Lord, all you His hosts, You who serve Him, doing His will.”(Psalm 103:20-21)
3.) the armies of Israel: “And it came about at the end of four hundred and thirty years, to the very day, that all the hosts of the Lord went out from the land of Egypt”(Exodus 12:41)
4.) and all who trust in Him: “The Lord of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our stronghold. Selah.”(Psalm 46:7)
The armies of Jehovah Sabaoth include all believers who belong to Christ and we are armed and prepared as stated in Eph 6: 10-18. We are called to battle:

Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier. ( 2Tim 2:3-4)
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, 4for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses. 5We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, 6and we are ready to punish all disobedience, whenever your obedience is complete.( 2Cor 10:3-6)
We read of David’s praise of Jehovah Sabaoth in:
Lift up your heads, O gates, And be lifted up, O ancient doors, That the King of glory may come in! 8Who is the King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, The Lord mighty in battle. 9Lift up your heads, O gates, And lift them up, O ancient doors, That the King of glory may come in! 10Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory. Selah. (Psalm 24:7-10)
Since our Father is also Jehovah Sabaoth who commands the stars, the angels, and all of the armies of His people, whom should we fear? Below are five example situations where believers called upon the Lord of Hosts:
1.) A man had two wives and his favorite wife, Hannah, had no children. So each year Elkanah and his wives went to worship and request a child for her: Now this man would go up from his city yearly to worship and to sacrifice to the Lord of hosts in Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas were priests to the Lord there. (1Samuel 1:3) 
After her tearful prayers, Samuel was born: And she(Hanna) made a vow and said, "O Lord of hosts, if Thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of Thy maidservant and remember me, and not forget Thy maidservant, but wilt give Thy maidservant a son, then I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and a razor shall never come on his head."(1Samuel 1:11)
2.) The Israelites where being defeated by the Philistines: So the people sent to Shiloh, and from there they carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord of hosts who sits above the cherubim; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God.( 1Samuel 4:4)
3.) David was facing a battle with Goliath: Then David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with a sword, a spear, and a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have taunted.(1Samuel 17:45)
4.) In Isaiah 37: 14-37 Hezekiah, king of Judah, prayed to the Lord when Sennacherib, emperor of Assyria, had just conquered the northern kingdom of Israel and was rampaging through Judah. Sennacherib challenged Hezekiah that no other gods had spared the people whom he was defeating and he was now ready to destroy Judah. The Lord of Hosts sent an angel who killed 185,000 Assyrians in their camp and Sennacherib retreated to Nineveh where he was killed by his sons while worshiping his god. 

5.) Jehovah Sabaoth hears the cries of His people who had been mistreated by not being paid to work for others: Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been withheld by you, cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth (James 5:4).
The pattern continues through the Old Testament as seen by the number of times this name appears. People in need called upon the Lord of Hosts to achieve the impossible. God has revealed Himself as the Lord of Hosts so that we can call upon Him in any situation whether we need help regarding the birth of a child, dealing with a giant, having been mistreated or any situation.
We read of the final action of the Lord of Hosts when all evil will be destroyed, not by water as in the day of Noah but complete and by fire as told by Malachi and Peter:

"For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set them ablaze," says the Lord of hosts, "so that it will leave them neither root nor branch."(Mal 4:1)
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.(2Peter 3:10)
Don’t hesitate to call upon our Father, Jehovah Sabaoth, and Commander-in-Chief. 

