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 “Names of God: Jehovah Nissi”
Past issues of these letters (230+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 19 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Jehovah Nissi is translated as “The Lord is My Banner”. Although the name appears only once in the Old Testament, the concept is very important. In Israel's first battle with the Amalekites God granted victory to Israel after which Moses built an altar:
Exodus 17:15-16 And Moses built an altar, and named it The Lord is My Banner; 16and he said, "The Lord has sworn; the Lord will have war against Amalek from generation to generation."

The reference to His banner is also stated in the very familiar verse:
Song of Solomon 2:4 "He has brought me to his banquet hall, And his banner over me is love.”

The situation facing Moses is described in Exodus 17. The Israelites had been wandering in the wilderness after escaping from Egypt, at Rephidim there was no drinking water and the people quarreled with Moses. They accused him of taking them from Egypt to kill them and their children because of the lack of water. Moses became frustrated with the people and told God that the people might stone him. The Lord told Moses to use the staff with which he struck the Nile to strike a rock and drinking water would come out of it. Having done as the Lord commanded the people were temporarily satisfied and Moses named the place Massah and Meribah. Then the Amalek came to Rephidim and fought against Israel. Moses told Joshua to take the people and fight while Moses, Aaron, and Hur would stand on the hill for support. As long as Moses held up his hand Israel triumphed, but when he let down his hand Amalek prevailed. Aaron and Hur supported his hands and Joshua and the people won the battle. At this point we have the statement of Exodus 17:15-16 given above. It is interesting that Amalek has a direct lineage from Esau so this battle was a renewal of the age old rivalry between Jacob and Esau (Gen 25:27-34; 27:41).
The word for Banner occurs in several Old Testament passages such as: "Lift ye up a banner upon the high mountain" (Isa 13:2); "a banner to them that fear thee" (Ps 60:4); "In the name of our God we will set up our banner" (Ps 20:5); and "terrible as an army with banner" (Song 6:4).

A banner is a standard or flag that bears the colors by which a military unit is identified and behind which troops rally as it is in the leadership position. So when Moses names the altar Jehovah Nissi, The Lord is my Banner, he proclaims it as a memorial for Israel to remember the victory and they should always rally behind Jehovah. The Septuagint uses the Greek phrase “kurios mou kataphuge” to translate the name “Jehovah Nissi”. This Greek phrase is literally translated as the “Lord my Refuge” or my safe retreat. 
Flags are the most common banners used by people such as citizens of the USA when they celebrate every fourth of July by rallying around the flag. Many will thank God for His mercies on our country. Flags are also a symbol of a victory. When a country is defeated in battle the victor will remove the defeated country’s flag and raise their own flag. In the time of Moses, the altar was used to remember or mark some particularly important event so Moses built the ark as the banner of God so that people would give Him the glory for this great victory. In battle opposing nations would fly their own flag on a pole at each of their respective front lines. This was to give their soldiers a focal point and inspiration. God is our banner of encouragement to give us hope, focus and direction. People should rally around God as an army gathers around its standard, for God is the One who leads them to victory.
In Exodus 17:14-16 God tells Moses to write down the story. God says that He "…will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven." (Exodus 14b) In verse 16, however, Moses says; "…the Lord has sworn: the Lord will have war with Amalek from generation to generation." These verses seem contradictory but God is revealing that even though the physical Amalek was destroyed, what they represent would plague Israel until the End Times. 

The Amalekites are representative of the evil forces against believers of all ages in the three basic categories: the flesh, the world, and the devil. The flesh is the sin nature inherited by every person born and against which believers will war for the rest of their lives as they are sanctified. Paul told us of the deeds of the flesh in Gal 5:19-21 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
The world represents all that is opposed to God and His standards. Truth is suppressed by those who have rejected God (Rom 1). The devil is the ruler of this world (John 12:31) who continually attempts to deceive believers and non-believers (Rev 12:9). We need to remember that all battles, even those that appear totally physical, are at their foundation spiritual: Eph 6:12 “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.” 

All Christians need to recognize that becoming a Christian does not yield a life of pleasure and worldly happiness but is an entrance onto the battlefield against the “Amalekites”.  Before being born again people are not so concerned with waging war against sin but afterwards it becomes a driving force in their lives. Paul told Timothy of this fight and the hardship of being a soldier of Christ:

1Tim 6:12 Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.
2Tim 2:3-4 Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.

So we must rally around Jehovah Nissi every day and only be surprised when we do not have a battle against our three categories of “Amalekites”: the world, the flesh and the devil. 
