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 “Names of God: Jehovah Shalom”
Past issues of these letters (230+ so far) may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine (over 43 articles and 19 commentaries) are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
This name of God has the Strong’s number of 3073 and is interpreted “peace of the Lord”. This name is given in Judges 6:24 Then Gideon built an altar there to the Lord and named it The Lord is Peace. To this day it is still in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.
God had brought Israel out of Egypt from slavery but they were not obedient to Him. God had given them over to Midian for seven years and the people hid in caves as the Midianites and the Amalekites destroyed their crops, sheep, ox, and donkeys. The angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, called him a warrior and promised that he would deliver Israel from their oppresion. Gideon complained but prepared an offering and asked for a sign that what God said would come about. After the Lord had showed Gideon His power in burning the offering, Gideon knew that he had seen the Lord and feared for his life. The Lord assured him that he would not die and Gideon responded that the Lord is peace, Jehovah Shalom. Israel had 40 years of peace but, as you know, it did not last. 

After many more years of cycles of disobedience and judgment, repentance and restoration, God sent Jesus who had been promised through a prophet: Isaiah 9:6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. But when He came, He was rejected by Israel. John 1:10-11 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 11He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. 
Praise the Lord His peace is still promised to His children and only those who are in Christ have that peace now available: John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, However this peace is not what is recognized by the world:

 Matt 10:34 Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 

Matt 10:35-36 "For I came to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36and a man's enemies will be the members of his household.

John 14:27 "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.

Luke 12:51 "Do you suppose that I came to grant peace on earth? I tell you, no, but rather division;

Those who are not in Christ will hate those who are in Him and even their own family members will turn against Christians: Matt 10:21-22 "And brother will deliver up brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents, and cause them to be put to death. 22And you will be hated by all on account of My name, but it is the one who has endured to the end who will be saved.
God promises that the wicked will never have peace: Isaiah 48:22 "There is no peace for the wicked," says the Lord. People may be helped in a superficial and temporary manner but they cannot experience the peace of God: Jer 8:11 "And they heal the brokenness of the daughter of My people superficially, Saying, 'Peace, peace,' But there is no peace. 
People will proclaim a false or deceptive peace: Ezekiel 13:10 "It is definitely because they have misled My people by saying, 'Peace!' when there is no peace. And when anyone builds a wall, behold, they plaster it over with whitewash;
Ezekiel 13:16 along with the prophets of Israel who prophesy to Jerusalem, and who see visions of peace for her when there is no peace,' declares the Lord God.
The world has experienced the absence of war for less than 8% of the approximately 3600 years of recorded history. Thousands of peace treaties have been made and broken with over 14,000 wars and over 3 billion people killed. In 2010 there are still many wars going on throughout the world and many people are oppressed and starving under tyrannical leaderships. Certainly there is no peace even as defined by the world today! Only when all individuals have peace with God and deliver themselves over to the lordship of God will each of those have peace and will then act accordingly toward their neighbors. God is only pleased with His children so peace among men will only come when God is pleased with all men: Luke 2:14 "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased." 

To understand how the children of God have peace when the world is in such disharmony we must understand that this peace promised by Jesus as recorded in John 14:27 is the peace with God that can only be achieved when people are no longer sinners but saints set aside for His glory. It is only by double imputation (2 Cor 5:21) that this peace is achieved for only then are our sins forgiven by God and the righteousness of Jesus Christ put into our accounts. Then we have peace with God: Rom 5:1 Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, This peace with God will bring about the peace of God for God who is spirit can interact only with His spiritual children (remember John 1:12). Then God can fill us with joy and peace:
Rom 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Phil 4:7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
This true peace comes as we participate in our sanctification by obeying God: Phil 4:9 The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things; and the God of peace shall be with you. 
Gal 6:16 And those who will walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.
The peace of God is not dependent upon our circumstances for the child of God will learn contentment and so receive peace in the world because he has the peace of God: Phil 4:11 Not that I speak from want; for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am 
So, as we all study and apply the knowledge of God I pray for our peace regardless of the circumstances of our lives:2Peter 1:2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 
Rom 15:33 Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen.
